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“We sometimes experience sorrow by chance, without any clear reason or trigger; this fragile potential of ours reveals our role and place as animals in the world.” This is how the up-and-coming Italian designer Francesco Malandrini (b. 1993 in Arezzo, Tuscany) introduced his debut collection, presented at Polimoda graduate fashion show in June 2019. Voted ‘The Best Collection 2019’ by an international jury that included Laudomia Pucci and Bernhard Willhelm, the lineup titled ‘Herd – La Mandria’ offered an investigation into the contradictions of human behavior, in line with the graduate show’s theme ‘Supernature’ that encouraged designers to offer their reflections on human nature.

In Malandrini’s work, archetypal menswear is twisted, exposing the dualism of compression and expansion. Garments made from foam become both a protection against and an obstacle to movement, creating striking, rigid silhouettes; while prints based on 16th- and 17th-century still lifes of birds and fish, reworked in vivid unnatural colors, remind us of belonging to the “herd” and our common fate. His works also explore the complex relationship between craftmanship and technology: printed satin is glued to the foam through small overlock stitches. “A claustrophobic sense of loss and feral melancholy is the main thread. There is dignity in little movements, faith in losing. We are beasts amongst beasts, tamed by everyday interactions and unpredictable losses,” Malandrini mused. So far, however, he certainly hasn’t been losing: as well as the jury’s prize at Polimoda, he also received the Pitti Tutoring & Consulting Reward. 
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