


KEY TAKEAWAYS FROM THE DISCUSSION:

Squaring the circle: a circular mindset needs to be applied to all aspects of denim production – from using recycled and recyclable fibers to using closed-loop water systems.  

Reducing virgin cotton dependency: rethinking production to incorporate hemp, cellulosic fibers, post-consumer recycled cotton or alternative fibers is the main step towards sustainability in denim.

Rethinking dyeing and finishing: reducing the use of chemicals, water and energy is possible due to numerous new technologies, including laser and ozone treatments, dyeing methods using nitrogen and new vegetable agents – all these avenues need to be studied carefully.

There isn’t a single cure: sustainability in denim is only possible if companies at various points of the supply chain come together in a concerted effort to effect change.

Communication: any change starts with the mindset. Be transparent with your customers, communicate openly, and be prepared both to educate your consumer and to be educated by them.



