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OVER THE LAST FEW YEARS, CHINA HAS SEEN A RISE IN SUSTAINABILITY-FOCUSED DENIM LABELS. WeAr PICKS SOME NAMES TO WATCH
Ethical and edgy denim will be one of the hottest product categories for the new decade, as Gen Z comes into its earning prime. Chinese fashion circles appear to have picked up on this, as the country is seeing a sustainable denim scene emerge. Young labels are coming up with new approaches to dyeing, materials sourcing and production in general. 
The brand name klee klee means ‘to slow down’ in spoken Tibetan. This minimalistic, eco-friendly label was founded in Shanghai in 2018. Its collections feature organic materials and natural dyes. Eschewing commonly used indigo processes that are famously water- and chemical-intensive, klee klee utilizes an eco-friendly ‘Indigo Juice’ laundering technique instead to apply indigo color to fabric, which uses less energy than regular indigo. 
Founded in 2017, Rio Hilo is based inside a 100-year-old stone house sitting at the foot of the Cangshan mountain range. Designer Liu Siyang (刘思阳) studied fashion engineering at Donghua University in Shanghai, so maybe that’s where the logical thinking in terms of the label’s use of material and clothing structure comes from. Rio Hilo aims to achieve, in the near future, organic-only fabric usage, focusing on hemp, organic cotton, linen and the occasional recycled synthetic material. When it comes to dyeing, Rio Hilo aims to use as little chemical dye as possible. 
Next up, UseDem. Also based in Shanghai, this company produces handcrafted products from recycled denimwear and leftover stock fabrics. Designer Xenia Sidorenko takes old pairs of jeans and transforms them into trendy backpacks, aprons or other garments. UseDem’s goal is to make society think twice about what we throw away and watch how we consume, suggesting that ‘cool’ and ‘contemporary’ do not necessarily mean ‘new’.
If you are looking to discover up-and-coming conscious denim brands, make sure to keep an eye on China.





