LABELS TO WATCH WOMENSWEAR  
CARCEL [ GRAPHICS PLEASE PUT THE GREEN CROWN HERE ]
Danish label Carcel has a clear agenda: it does not work within seasons and its clothing is made from silk and alpaca sourced locally in the region of production. A limited quantity is produced – so no sales or surplus stock – and the entire process is transparent. Profits are reinvested into the company to ensure a sustainable business model. The purist styles are made by incarcerated women, who are paid a fair wage. Founder Veronica D'Souza and designer Louise Van Hauen launched the label in 2016 with one team in Peru. A second based in northern Thailand was added in 2018, where there are plans to build a workshop to employ women after their release. The look features lightweight knitwear in vivid and natural shades, alongside modern basics such as checkered blazers, denim and bomber jackets made of twill silk. Many elements are handmade and each piece bears the garment maker’s signature. Carcel is available online at Farfetch, Browns and Holly Golightly in Copenhagen.
carcel.co
OCCHII[ GRAPHICS PLEASE PUT THE GREEN CROWN HERE ]
Occhii, a New York-based unisex label founded by designers Leonid Batekhin and Ilona Davidoff in 2018, creates singular pieces from sustainable materials using handmade techniques. The brand utilizes industrial offcuts from renowned Russian shawl maker Pavlov Posad to create garments that are hand overdyed, tie-dyed and bonded on organic cotton, and sometimes quilted with 100% recycled down. In the S/S 21 collection, the designers further explore hand-dyeing and hand-knitting, and experiment with natural plant dyes on cotton fabrics. They also employ quilting and patchwork techniques that use vintage Japanese kimono fabric. Shapes are voluminous and loose, incorporating materials such as natural faux shearling and hemp blends, recycled polyester, and recycled cotton. By creating an alternative to trend-driven disposable fashion, the designers hope that the wearer will keep their one-of-a-kind piece for years to come. The brand shows at Plan 8 showroom in Paris.
www.occhii.com

BRØGGER

Launched in London in 2017, Brøgger is the brainchild of Royal Danish Academy of Art alumna Julie Brøgger, who headed the teams of Preen by Thornton Bregazzi, Erdem and J.W. Anderson before establishing her independent label. Cleverly juxtaposing masculine and feminine aesthetics, the brand is committed to manufacturing only in the UK and the EU, and sourcing materials exclusively from these regions. Brøgger’s conscientiousness does not stop here: during the Covid-19 crisis, she created patterns for PPE gowns that were made by The Fashion School in London and pop-up factories across the UK for the country’s hospitals. The S/S 21 collection draws inspiration from an essay collection by radical Danish feminist Suzanne Brøgger (a namesake) and contrasts sharp tailoring made in Italian mills with soft and voluminous feminine silhouettes. The brand retails at Harvey Nichols (UK), Browns (UK), Tom Greyhound (South Korea) and Joyce (Hong Kong), to name but a few.
brogger.co 
