BRANDS

LABELS TO WATCH

MARTINA SPETLOVA
The career path of the Czech Republic’s Martina Spetlova has so far been anything but ordinary. After one day simply deciding to swap a chemistry degree in Prague for one in Fashion Design at Central St Martins in London, Spetlova went on to complete much sought-after internships with Jeremy Scott and John Galliano before finally finishing her studies in 2010 and setting up her own label one year later. Today Martina Spetlova is one of the most interesting and promising designers. Her unique styles speak to women who appreciate craftsmanship and high quality; women who want to stand out, who care about aesthetics. Her trademarks are woven and pleated leather pieces, graphics and patchworks, as well as mixed colors. And East London, where she lives and works, is her main inspiration. It is a place that encourages designers to experiment with established colors, techniques and textures – and the results rarely disappoint.
www.martinaspetlova.com 
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ETHEL VAUGHN

Ethel Vaughn was founded by Hamburg-based designer Katrin Diedrich. The label, which designs both women’s and menswear, draws upon urban avant-garde as well as 90s sportswear as a source of inspiration, and places a particularly heavy emphasis on graphics and colors. It combines wearable fashion with extrovert accents which, above all, convey an element of fun. Katrin Diedrich’s desire was to turn a fascination with 80s/90s culture into reality, and she makes a conscious effort to use a wide range of materials, colors and forms. She is mainly interested in enhancing the use of shapes. The Spring/Summer 2015 Collection is called “Gangs of St. Tropez” and is inspired by those strong women and businessmen who heralded the super-capitalism of the 1980s. This collection is a collaboration with Lithuanian artist Egyboy, whose graffiti artwork perfectly echoes this era.
www.ethelvaughn.com
MAUNA KEA

Founded in 1988 by a young Italian surfer, the Mauna Kea label is being re-launched for S/S 2015 by Italian entrepreneur Felix Vannucci. The new owner of this sportswear label for men and women produces outerwear, T-shirts, sweatshirts, dresses, shorts and swimwear exclusively in Italy. The collection is proud of its hi-tech touch with outerwear silhouettes that are reminiscent of the "impact vest" used by surfers to ride giant waves. Some of these styles have soft protectors made of a special foam that is anti-shock and lightweight. The women's line celebrates the surfer girl. One must-have is a dress inspired by a diving suit with a zip that runs along the chest. The brand's name takes inspiration from the Mauna Kea Mountain on the Hawaiian Islands. In celebration of the Hawaiian lifestyle, the label has created 3D prints with iconic motifs of the Hawaiian world, such as stories about surfing, the hibiscus flower, waves and butterflies. 

www.maunakeadesign.com
