City Check

The Best of Brooklyn: A Round-up of the Hip, Chic, and Trendy  

New York City’s most populous borough, Brooklyn, is brimming with culture and an eclectic, hip vibe that seeps into each shop, restaurant, bar, and club. Join WeAr on a tailored tour of Brooklyn that highlights some of its most notable hot-spots.

Nia Groce
“Spread love, it’s the Brooklyn way.” This Notorious B.I.G. lyric is quoted endlessly worldwide, yet it is only through experiencing the endless possibilities that this borough has to offer that those sentiments become clear and are shared by all who partake. 
SHOPPING

Begin in the ever-popular neighborhood of Bed-Stuy and head to the budding new concept store Sincerely Tommy, which is quickly becoming a must-see shopping destination. Owner Kai Avant-deLeon curates a cutting-edge selection of local designers’ garments along with her own in-house brand, the store’s namesake. Think menswear-inspired looks, minimalism, modern silhouettes, and rich textures all ranging in price from moderate to luxury retail ensuring each customer can leave with a slice of style. 

Babel Fair, though also new on the scene, is seamlessly accustomed to the hip, chic vibe of Brooklyn’s fashion culture. This shop is committed to representing international labels and consistently refreshes itself with a new global product mix incorporating the likes of Japanese denim and Argentinean leather. 
Check out Bird for all of the must-have designer labels: A.P.C., Paul Smith, 3.1. Phillip Lim, Isabel Marant, Stella McCartney, and more. With three locations in Brooklyn and a fresh, woodsy atmosphere, this shop is highly accessible and approachable for the luxury-led shopper looking for sumptuous fabrics such as cashmere and silk and runway pieces from the big names. 
If vintage is more up your alley, Ten Ft. Single by Stella Dallas is a gem of a treasure chest for pre-loved garments. Located in the neighborhood of Williamsburg, Ten Ft. Single offers a massive assortment of both menswear and womenswear garnered from decades past and awaiting the chance to transcend into a modern-day wardrobe. 

RESTAURANTS

No trip to Brooklyn is complete without a mouth-watering taste of chicken and waffles and Sweet Chick tops the restaurant chain when it comes to this dish. Known for distinctive chicken and waffle combos, such as rosemary or dried cherry, as well as other popular dishes including Shrimp ‘n’ Grits and Eggs Benny, this popular Williamsburg restaurant is sure to leave your stomach and wallet satisfied.  

Let your taste buds travel and take a trip over to the bustling Crown Heights neighborhood for a seat at Chavela’s Mexican restaurant. Beautiful and colorful interior design and architecture lend a warm atmosphere that is cool enough for friends yet cozy enough for a date. Not to be overshadowed by the adornments, food platters offer traditional Mexican combos that are both large enough to share and delectable enough to savor.

Of course, Brooklyn is known for its pizza and Not Ray’s is a crowd-pleasing, quick-stop pizza shop. Grab a slice or two for a few bucks each of classic pepperoni and cheese or try a more unusual slice like “lasagna.” 
Finally, for a hearty, feel-good dinner, Peaches Hothouse in Bed-Stuy is the go-to soul-food spot. Try the blackened catfish dish for a mouthful of flavor complemented by a specialty cocktail that will please the palette. Each meal will undoubtedly provide that full, fuzzy feeling that only grandma’s house is known to do.  

BARS & CLUBS

For a fun time of drinking and good old-fashioned arcade games, head over to Barcade in Williamsburg, which offers a casual vibe and dozens of classic video games including Ms. Pac Man, Donkey Kong, and Tetris. The large and cavernous space was once an old metal shop and that industrial vibe remains and provides an informal warehouse feel. 

Not far in Williamsburg and a tad more formal is Kinfolk, a bar that is architecturally magnificent with the classy ambiance to match. But no need to don a gown and suit for this venue, just bring your best dancing shoes as it’s known for DJs that spin the best hip-hop sets as well as old-school hits and everything in between. 

Finally, round out the night in Williamsburg at the night-life spot Brooklyn Bowl. A disco ball shines throughout the space as young, energetic patrons jam to DJs like Questlove who spins every Thursday at the venue. But don’t worry if you don’t make it on a Thursday as there are events throughout the week and of course, there is always bowling. 

HOTELS & MORE

When it is finally time to rest, the Henry Norman Hotel in Greenpoint, Brooklyn, will provide just the relaxing atmosphere necessary to unwind. The former 19th century warehouse now stands as a 52-room boutique hotel known for its quality, service, and trendy setting. 

Another chic housing option is The Box House Hotel located also in Greenpoint. This hotel features comfortable, contemporary lofts and suites for an apartment-style accommodation. Bright colors, hardwood floors, antiques, and contemporary art give it a funky, designer feel.
EVEN MORE TIPS

WeAr also recommends the multi-brand stores Zoe and French Garment Cleaners Co., the department store Barneys and the vintage store Monk as well as the vintage market Brooklyn Flea. Check out the pizza spot Speedy Romeo, the illustrious Thai restaurant Sea, SoCo for unlimited mimosas, and spend an afternoon at the famous vendor-filled food market, Smorgasburg. Other cool bars include Black Swan, Beast of Bourbon, and Bed-Vyne. Cool activities include a walk on the Brooklyn Bridge, a day spent in the Brooklyn Museum, or a trip to the Brooklyn Botanic Garden.
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