DENIM TREND

Experimental Denim

Tjitske Storm

Young designers are interpreting denim in experimental ways and leading players are presenting fresh indigo concepts. The classic fabric is being stretched, crumbled, jabbered, and re-colored and thereby taken to an innovative new stage of denim design. 

Parsons MFA Fashion Design student Matthew Dolan is fascinated by the materiality and mass-consumption of classic American jeans. In his collection, second-hand denim garments are cut, shredded, and unraveled in order to be woven into new fabrics.

Faustine Steinmetz also reproduces industrial garments. She approaches and re-works the same pair of jeans and the same denim jacket nine times for her S/S 2015 collection. She uses traditional artisan techniques like Japanese shibori, embroidery, weaving, and knotting by hand. The results are unraveled layers, felted strokes, pleated surfaces, and crushed garments. Similar denim experiments are seen at Jessica Mort for her graduate show at Central Saint Martins 2014. Floor-sweeping fringes, loose threads, and unraveling seams create eye-catching movements.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Dutch designer Mick Keus is passionate about the iconic Levi’s 501. For his custom-made +MickKeus label, vintage Levi’s jeans are transformed into timeless unique items. In 2015, a separate line called Now Collection will be launched, made of new fabrics but still inspired by the perfect fit and style of Levi’s.

The current denim evolution was highlighted with the first Global Denim Awards, held last October in Amsterdam. Six of the world’s top denim mills were paired with six emerging designers. The winner Jonathan Christopher’s collaboration with ITV Denim resulted in a collection made of destroyed and waste material denim for a “dirty,” nomadic look.

Another approach to denim comes from Central Saint Martins graduate Anne Bosman of Futura. He transforms denim into clean, bold, and minimalistic designs. For his S/S 2015 collection, Plane Bikers, Anne recreates an authentic eighties’ vibe. Materials used are Italian pima cottons, 14 oz. Japanese Toyoshima denim and organic recycled jersey cottons. 

And, last but not least, denims don’t have to be blue anymore. The coming season shows lots of destroyed white trends, white and off-white, sand, and pebble stone colors in all shades. One of the pioneers of this trend is the label J Brand, which sets the bar for this sector and shows flattering model fits. The new washes from brand G-Star are experimental – the brand creates innovative and pioneering denims. For this season, the new luxurious soft G-Star jeans comes in chalk denim fabric and can be worn with a cuff, which shows the contrasting grey shades of the reverse of the fabric.

