FABRIC TREND

Comfortable Fabrics

One of the main fabric trend topics for the S/S 2016 season is ecological footprint reduction with the goal of preserving the environment. This is good news. Another trend is that body comfort is being regarded as much more important than almost everything else, with a movement towards ultra-soft fabrics and comfort as we have never seen it before.
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US Denim Mills is presenting an innovative collection for Spring/Summer 16. Its constructions have been reviewed and refined and new indigo color hues have been introduced, but extensive attention has also been paid to new fibers and fiber blends. Cotton is blended with Modal and Tencel. Polyamide is used for a cleaner, more technical hand feel and appearance, while Coolmax and Thermolight are used for specific performance qualities. But the biggest novelty comes in the form of Crailar Flax. Crailar, a Canadian company, has patented a way to make flax fiber compatible with cotton. These fibers are obtained in a very sustainable way, can be blended with up to 25% cotton, allowing the yarn to be used in warp, giving the fabric a cool feel, a darker color, and the typical linen touch – linen is derived from the flax plant. US Denim Mills is offering three fabrics in Crailar flax: a ladies’ stretch material and a men’s rigid quality in both pure indigo and selvedge grey denim. This major fiber breakthrough looks very promising for even more denim developments. Together with Modal and Tencel, Crailar yarn fits closely with the Green Ego philosophy that forms the basis of the US Denim collection.

This season, Bossa Denim is offering three new concepts – Earthy, Jewelry, and Docks – in addition to its existing environmentally friendly RE.SET collection. The Earthy concept comprises balmy stone and natural colored denims, weft games in indigo warp based on overdyed denims with coating, totally bleached out colors, and clean looks. Here the color palette consists of pale sun-dried colors for a simplified, natural look, and creamy vanilla white, pale pastels, and light greys. The Jewelry features pearly and soft coatings for denim. Stay Blue (ultra-indigo) and Stay Dark (ultra-black) are resistant to washing, sun, and water, ensuring that the color of the jeans never fades. The use of unisex bi-stretch fabrics, including elastomeric warp and weft and premium, high-quality cotton is found within this concept. Furthermore, these functional denims have water- and dirt-repellant properties, are flame retardant and antibacterial and are all ecologically and chemically certified. The Docks concept, inspired by the 1980s’ working classes and harbor workers, presents medium-high weight, unisex fabrics. The color palette of the latter, keeping in mind the inspiration of this concept, is Factory Blue, a purplish blue color with a polished look: marine, light grey, pale blue colors, Bodrum blue, a green-cast color. The Bossa Denim ecological concept RE.SET continues. The use of natural dyestuffs, naturally colored and recycled cotton, and ecologically certified chemicals has been taken to another level. Authentic selvedges and open-end yarns increase the strength of the concept.
Isko sees the image of denim becoming even more luxurious and sophisticated, thanks to a great attention to fabric touch and brightness. Prestigious materials will be enriched by alternative fibers such as rayon, Tencel, or Modal, capable of fulfilling the consumers’ need for round-the-clock comfort. Four new Isko concepts stand out the most. The first has a self-explanatory name, Isko 2Face: a double-faced fabric with a grey front and a bright-summer colored reverse that is intended to be visible when the ankles are doubled over. Two fabrics are available in this category: Isko Reform (reverse colors: aqua and violet) and Isko Bluejym (reverse colors: coral and lime). Secondly, the Isko Pearl coating combines the comfortable wearability of Isko Recall Jeggings with the shiny brightness of iridescent shades of color: ivory, cream rose, and silver. The company offers the super soft Isko Ceramic coating, a concept that borrows its sleek and dry smoothness from ceramics and that comes in three colors: caramel, bone, and dusty rose. Last but not least, the interesting Isko Sponge coating, inspired by sponge print, the lighter or darker color spots give the impression of having been produced using this technique. This coating is being released in two different constructions – a light-weight shirting construction and an Isko Reform construction.

The main focus in the Tavex collection will be the increased offering in the Fitness Denim line. Tavex is working in collaboration with Alberto Moya, a professional BMX rider who achieved second place at Rebel Jam in 2012 and came eighth in the BMX Flatland World Circuit in 2013, and who represents the main benefits of the pieces in this collection: flexibility, agility, resistance, recovery, variety, and intensity. The fabric supplier continues to support comfort and performance-stretch materials for men and woman – the main developments for the new season are the Fitness Denim and Tri-Blend Technology lines. In addition to that, the Acquasave line will continue and there will be collaborations with some key clients and universities, such as the European Institute of Design (IED) in Madrid, Spain. Apart from the collection, Tavex has launched a Tavex app for tablets: https://vimeo.com/112043312.
At Çalik Denim, dynamism, lightness, and confidence in terms of body comfort, are key elements. The company is introducing tactile fabrics for its S/S16 collection. Modal yarn blends for high breathability and natural softness; modern and flat looks with an innovative finish for sheen; new colors in pure, clean indigo and grey-cast indigos. High levels of elasticity with recovery and higher cut widths in looks of genuine denim with a soft touch are the prominent features. Thinup and Extendplus are two new concepts, the first for womenswear and the second for menswear. Thinup is inspired by water sports like surfing and sailing. Extra-performance denims that shape and protect the body provide an unforgettable experience. These denims have an elasticity level of up to 90%, shaping and holding the body with a pleasant, tactile feel. Innovative yarns that provide powerful shaping and remain stable make scuba jeans the new must-have closet staple. Extendplus is the concept for dynamic people who wear jeans during periods of intense activity. Specially engineered denims maintain a rigid look while remaining very comfortable, increasing freedom of movement and flexibility. The highlight of this season is the Tech It Easy hybrid jean, which combines the most favorable attributes of knit and woven fabrics for next-generation, easy-wear jeans suitable for all sports activities.

More and more, consumers are looking for fashionable pieces that are also functional. The Cordura Fashion/Function fabric collections present stylish, versatile, high-performance, technical, and highly functional materials to the fashion design community. They have a classic look, are super durable and boast a lot of functional added extras. The latest stretch and non-stretch Cordura denim fabrics from Artistic Milliners feature new moisture-management and temperature-regulation fabrics including Cordura denim with Coolmax All Season fabric, as well as para-aramid-reinforced Cordura denim fabrics designed for exceptional abrasion resistance and added protection. Lycra Beauty branded fabrics represent another key concept: a new innovation for shaping denim, allowing for the comfort of denim fabrics to be scientifically quantified. Other highlights include Coolmax fabric blended with Lenzing’s Tencel fiber for women’s performance denim and the Lycra dualF technology for super stretch with great recovery.
The season’s motto at Tejidos Royo is Soul 2 Brands. It is all about collaborating with the coolest brands, but discreetly. More than that, denims with added value are the central topic. Fine fibers and special weaves and constructions give denim another dimension. Mesu is a high-end stretch line made with the most sophisticated blends and finishings. Some emerging trends: over-constructed looks and unorthodox, innovative, woven looks. The Tricot line comprises blends that play with suppleness, comfort, and sporty aspects – a concept dubbed “athleisure” in the USA. Lightness is a very important feature of the upcoming collection. White and ecru denims appear strong, especially in the Off-White line. The Origami line consists of new uses of coated, lightweight denims. And last but not least, the Super Metallic Galactic line. In terms of new technologies, very lightweight, neoprene-look coatings will be presented, with Royotec offering a special biker denim, Armalith, which offers strong resistance and comfort. Denim Valley provides the innovation for this season using a new, dark navy indigo and Narindi, a natural dye made from Valencia oranges.
For years now, Italdenim has been working on reducing its ecological footprint and protecting the environment. Now, the company has signed the Greenpeace Detox Commitment. The Italian supplier guarantees high quality, respect for nature, 30% less energy, 60% less water, and a reduction of CO2 emissions and chemical impact. Highlights of this collection are new fresh colors in the denim area, linen, and extremely soft items. The major development is the use of chitosan in the dyeing and finishing process, creating a lot of advantages in terms of energy and environmental impact, not only for the company but also for all its customers. This is called SAVEtheWATER and is a registered trademark of Italdenim.
Prosperity will focus on stretch, performance, functionality, and sustainable ideas. With mixed organic cotton, recycled cotton Repreve recycled fiber, hemp, and linen, the Re-Invent series present a true eco-denim concept. The F2 Denim collection is all about fit and function, taking the trendy Jogg Jeans to the next level with a special fiber, Celliant, which boosts your body’s energy level. The thirteen minerals contained in Celliant absorb the heat emitted by the human body and convert it into infrared light, which increases circulation, oxygen, and blood flow to deliver better rest and recovery. Moreover, Celliant also shortens drying time by 35% and offers 72% better warmth performance, as shown in third party tests. The latest innovation at Prosperity is a brand new stretch fabric called J-Fit. The letter “J” perfectly represents the much smoother curve that appears when stretch is measured against the force applied to the fabric. Generally, spandex fibers need 1.8 lbs to reach 20% stretch and then increase significantly to 4.5 lbs for 50% stretch. But with J-Fit, you only need 1.9 lbs to get the same 50% stretch. This means less resistance to all of the body’s movements, resulting in a better and more dynamic fit.
KASSIM DENIM


At Kassim Denim there are four main themes. The company is striving for a better environment, so the first theme is called Tomorrow’s World, an area that has been exploring a range of different weaves and fibers previously unknown to denim. The company is introducing The Genius Soul with effective, eco-friendly solutions at each stage of production to maximize product enhancement opportunities while minimizing waste-to-goods ratio. With the latest eco-friendly developments, Kassim is in the process of producing the finest and most advanced denim fabrics ever. Injeanious Implants provides sustainability by giving back to the Earth. New machines that use less water have been installed – fewer chemicals are required and treatment plants help to reduce discharge levels immensely. At Kassim it is no longer just about using recycled yarns; it’s about the entire process being green. Last but not least, The Black Myth is a guide to the next century of denim: a story in which both machines and fibers strenuously function together to produce novel, new-age fabrics. With a combination of new machines, innovative fibers, and creative processes, unique new products will be created.
