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The upcoming season has two main features: retro and futurism. The futuristic trend is characterized by color contrasts, architectural silhouettes, sculpted rubber platform, and technical materials. However, modern futurism is softened by retro elements including the usage of wool-blend fabrics, sensual heels, and earthy color shades. That is why, unlike the unwearable futurism of the sixties, today designs are not for the distant future, but are in demand here and now.
Lacoste Footwear has dedicated its Fall/Winter 2015/2016 collection to tennis. It’s a part of the Lacoste DNA, but now the heritage tennis models acquire modern silhouettes through upscale materials and execution in subtle, casual color palettes. A sport lifestyle area is being introduced with great stories, mixing casual materials and sporty hits.
Diadora G2.0 uses thick soles, pointed, architectural shapes, bold color blocks, and a lot of monochrome. All elements give the collection a futuristic feel. The early nineties are the driving retro inspiration. The famous B.Elite model comes into play, quite literally, in a series of bold, solid color options, as well as in the classic, sport-inspired white, and the patterned foliage option.
Elena Iachi goes behind the purity of lines with contrasts between white and black. The colors become darker and deeper. Materials enhance minimal shapes and are also mixed to provide a play of soft profiles. Contaminations between fashion and dark minimalism open the door to experimentation between a clean, contemporary, and more strategic use of accessories, creating sparkling, bright, and iridescent effects.
Geometric lines and unexpected shapes are presented in the Chie Mihara collection. The styling has a more modern and less vintage approach. The sensuality is on the heels, which become more curvy and feminine. The colors have more earthy tones: olives, reddish browns, and wine. 
Sophisticated color combinations, material mixes, and prints that clearly evoke the East, are the distinctive features of the new Lotto Leggenda collection. Osaka is the model that stands out for Fall/Winter 2015/2016: a modern interpretation with a vintage flavor. Lotto uses washed-out nubuck and a wool-woven fabric reminiscent of long Japanese cloaks and coats worn by the samurai.
Another designer who takes inspiration from Asia is Joshua Fenu. He mixes China and the Silk Roads with a touch of glamour rock. It’s a modern China at its most luxurious, full of embroidery with floral patterns and dragons. As usual, the Italian designer adds a hint of flamboyance and audacity that gives the line its strong sensuality.
Young shoe designer Pavla Podsednikova from the Czech Republic presents innovative and functional design solutions while maintaining the traditional values of craftsmanship. She uses 3D printing technology, which allows the shoes to combine both rigid and flexible materials to create “fit-for-purpose” elements. 

