EXHIBITIONS

WHAT IS LUXURY?

Emily Norval

[bookmark: _GoBack]The latest exhibition co-curated by London’s V&A museum and Crafts Council, What is Luxury? presents examples of contemporary design to explore the idea of luxury, it’s production and future.  Over 100 objects on display will demonstrate how luxury is made and understood physically and culturally. The exhibition will celebrate the investment of time and skill in the process of making luxury items, as well as speculate about the future by analysing the relationship between luxury, value and materials, for example rare or limited resources such as tortoiseshell, horn and exotic wood. Interesting pieces include a laser-cut haute couture dress by fashion designer Iris van Herpen and a ‘Bubble Bath’ necklace by Nora Fok, made from more than 1000 hand-knitted nylon bubbles.

What is Luxury?
V&A Museum, London
25 April 2015 – 27 September 2015
www.vam.ac.uk

FAST FASHION. THE DARK SIDE OF FASHION

Esther Stein

Since the collapse of the factory building Rana Plaza in Bangladesh, interest in the less glamorous side of the fashion industry has increased. The Fast Fashion exhibition at Hamburg’s Museum für Kunst und Gewerbe is now daring to take a critical look behind the scenes of the industry. The first comprehensive exhibition to deal with this complex topic takes visitors on a scenographic tour of each stage of the consumption process. The first stage addresses the current state of the garment industry from the runway to the photo studio and from display windows to fitting rooms. Documentary photographs, infographics, installations, and films shine a light on the current social, economic, and environmental aspects of the industry, ranging from the environmental footprint of various types of fabric through to the wages paid to workers. The second part, the “laboratory,” is concerned with the industry’s potential future prospects: this section is all about so-called “slow fashion,” with alternative materials, visionary approaches, and conceptual projects all on display. 

Fast Fashion. The Dark Side of Fashion
Museum für Kunst und Gewerbe, Hamburg
Until 20 September 2015
www.mkg-hamburg.de
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