BRANDS
WOMENSWEAR LABELS TO WATCH
KAREL MILLS 
Twenty eight year old designer Karel Mills was born in Brittany, France, but has lived in Paris for about 10 years, where she studied at the Duperré School alongside the Korean designer Moon Young Hee. She launched her own brand in 2010, a line of womenswear that fuses femininity and masculinity. Her cuts are elegant and comfortable at the same time; a mix between sporty elements and a more formal style. The designer’s attention to detail is obvious; every season she produces a complete collection where all items work together and can be mixed at leisure by a customer who wants to be stylish and versatile. Karel Mills chooses excellent materials such as silk, leather and cashmere made in France, although alongside her quality manufacturing, she keeps reasonable price rates. She is already distributed in about ten points of sale in Paris and about ten elsewhere in the world, including Asia and in the United States.

www.karelmills.com
LANTERN SENSE
The brand Lantern Sense is of Asian origin, launched by Trevor Ng and Lala Yang and established in 2014. It mixes urbanism and graphic lines with deconstructed cuts. For the autumn/winter 2015 collection Lantern Sense borrows patterns directly from the city. These include aerial views of streets where we see cars, pedestrians and roofs of buildings as well as more natural, aquatic graphics. There is a true reflection behind this winter collection, which makes the consumer think about ideals, individual perception and what is really significant. This very young brand has already demonstrated a lot of maturity, which is affirmed with this third collection. Lantern Sense has a luxury positioning with a high quality of materials and impeccable manufacturing, handmade in its China studio. The brand already enjoys four points of sale in China, and online shops in the United States and Middle East. 

www.lanternsense.com
NICKLAS SKOVGAARD 
This Danish name is worth remembering. The designer founded his eponymous brand Nicklas Skovgaard together with his partner Morten Kjaer Thomsen, in the capital of Denmark more than a year ago. Its debut collection was shown at Copenhagen Fashion Week for AW 2015. The ambition and overriding principle of the young autodidact Skovgaard is to make clothing of the highest possible standard and evolve garments through playful and discrete interpretations of classic silhouettes. In that aim, the designer uses old Nordic materials (such as lambswool and fox fur) and plays with colors and factures. Everything is “To contribute to the ongoing redefining of Scandinavian fashion by pushing it in a more innovative and exciting direction,” as he says. The collection is all about simple forms mixed with statement details, such as minimalistic jackets and coats with red and purple furry sleeves or dresses with furry waistcoats. Edgy classic or classic edge; it doesn’t really matter.
www.nicklasskovgaard.com
