 FABRIC REPORT
 
Consumer demands are changing and the top denim manufacturers are keeping pace. WeAr Magazine checked in with them to find out about how denim is expected to develop in the future, what the most important trends are for AW 2016/17, and what the latest technology has to offer the world of denim for Winter 2016/17. The focus here is on comfort, softness, ease of movement and sustainability.

Andrea Vogel
 
ISKO  
 
The market is indisputably going in the direction of fabrics that can offer a wide range of performances, most of all freedom of movement and 24/7 comfort, while always remaining beautiful and fashionable. The challenge is for the industry players and Isko is certainly at the forefront for this. Denim that can be worn to exercise and to go the gym is already a reality, together with four-way stretch concepts that hug the body like an indigo second skin. Isko is offering technologies with exceptional aesthetic possibilities, researching the best denim expression for everyday life. The new AW 2016/17 collection goes in the direction of high contrast, authentic looks, volume and performance. The keywords for these new explorations are 360-degree freedom of movement and perfect shaping, while also looking for denim dimensions beyond indigo, approaching leather look or a total black feeling. Isko ‘Blue Skin’ is a brand new concept that is launched in the market. It is entirely based on 360-degree freedom of movement: a revolutionary construction that offers a 3D shaping feature, along with a four way holding power performance, for a superior fit and comfort both in the bottom and knees areas.
 
KASSIM DENIM
 
Denim has secured a crucial and undeniable niche in the world of garments for both every day life and fashion. Many of today's fashions and styles are being ‘denimized’ and as such denim fabrics give direction to all types of fashion. The diversity of this ageless fabric provides variations of colours and style. 
The AW 2016/17 season will see fashion becoming more eco-friendly and sustainable. The shades and colours are on the darker side, with shades of navy blues, greys, and black. On these lines and being true to the commitment to being eco-friendly, for AW 2016/17 Kassim has worked on a variety of sustainable yarns and auxiliaries to bring out the best denim fabrics along side the collections of jacquard fabrics. AW 2016/17 will be treated to Kassim Denim's ‘Injeanuity’ and fabrics will amply glorify the wearers attitudes. 
 
BOSSA
 
The most important trend also includes street styling with an attitude that was born by people hanging around. Numerous social changes have occurred to transform this culture into a mainstream movement and youth-oriented lifestyle. Today, making reference to peace and love of the 1980’s, the Bossa “Back in the Days” concept has been developed.  Retro inspired looks are created and highlighted by loose construction for high waisted-roomy fits, luxuriously buttery soft fabric with superior drape and movement, crosshatch over thick yarns, clean look without slubs, sateen weaves with premium cotton, constructions and colours developed for a classic stone wash to have a “mom jeans” feeling, surface finishes developed for crispy tailoring, stay-pressed look.
The main innovation in the collection is black denim that is durable for 40 home laundry washes. Black jeans are timeless: day, night, work, black is there! Inspired by the mystery of black, the “Black Light” concept focuses on black, greys and all neighboring colors. The key messages of this concept are saturated black/grey over-dyes, deep blue hues, non-fade, intense black, pearly metallic, leathery man-made touches on surface, black warp and weft, raw surfaces, mirror gloss finishes, luxe touch and compact lightweights. All these points confirm the characteristics of “black” for both men and women in stretch, comfort stretch, bi-stretch and super stretch forms.
Creativity and technical know-how are on point, with imaginative blends creating new possibilities in weight, hand feel and performance. Multi-fibre blends drive the market, meeting requested price points and offering soft fabric handles, as well as more comfort and functionality than pure-fibre offerings. The presence of elastane, modal and Tencel cellulosics are ever increasing.
 
 
ROYO
 
The most important trend in denim fabrics will be woolen Touch Denim with a very soft hand feel, excellent performance and warmth. Royo offers special blends in the ‘Suave’ line with Tencel and woolen hand feel. The main innovation in the Royo Tejido denim range is ‘Hug Denim’, which is a brand new bi-stretch line with high recovery, subtle hand feel and Lycra Dual Fx/ viscose blends. This is Royo’s latest innovation, a range of 360* Multielastic lightweight Denims, processed with new standards regarding fibres powered by Invista, indigo colours, weaving finishing and outstanding elastic performance.  It’s a result of intensive research and development of Studio R of Royo. The  AW 2016/17 season presents a collection called ‘The Delements’: The Six  Denim Elements ( Fibre- Colour-Weave-Finishing-Hand-Performance)  that change the Denim Fashion Landscape. Also launched is ‘The Skin Jack’, a brand new leathery denim concept with three-dimensional jacquard patterns with a second skin look and ‘The Lama’, a denim concept with flannel finishing for an extra soft and cozy hand feel.
The newest technology is definitely the Wearable Tech Denim Collection of Denim Valley, that is produced for urban and outdoors end use - denim for bikers, motor riders, skate and snow boarders and mountaineering. All of these feature special end uses like Waterproof-Climatic protection and Moisture management.
 
 
US DENIM
 
Freedom of movement, comfort and shape retention was the focal point for US Denim for its upcoming seasonal collection. With a lot of R&D and incorporation of latest fibre technologies, such as Bi-Stretch and Dual Fx, a great level of elasticity has been achieved in fabric with excellent recovery features. The element of comfort came with carefully blending sustainable fibres such as linen, Crailar and Modal with cotton.  
Selvedge denim has always been a love affair at US Denim and as true lovers the denim manufacturer cherish the expertise of producing Selvage denim. Building upon the tradition the fabric manufacturer now tried to take selvedge denim one step further by introducing stretch and alternative fibres in the collection along with a wide variety of shades.
A special fabric has been developed with Lurex in the weft to add a bit more life and excitement to denim.
 
TAVEX
 
At Tavex comfort and flexibility keep on being the main trend both for women & menswear, but vintage & boyfriend looks are going up. The main innovation in the denim range for menswear is ‘Fitness Denim’, that offers agility, recovery, variety and intensity available in a multitude of shades and finishes. ‘Haute Touch’, a fabric with great softness, warm hand feel and wearable comfort and the ‘Tri Blend’ stretch fabrics offer innovative technology with Lycra Dual Fx giving comfort, resistance and high recovery in womenswear.
Tavex has created a special denim with 360º of multidirectional elasticity. These are smart fabrics designed with the highest technology and special blends in both warp and weft to guarantee the maximum freedom of movement, flexibility and resistance. The perfect balance between extreme comfort and high performance.
 
PROSPERITY
 
At Prosperity Denim one of the most important trends for AW 2016 is to make denim more functional, while super stretch and an extremely soft hand feel are also at top of the list. Tremendous functional properties and a super soft hand are essential for new pairs of jeans. A revolutionary stretch fabric ‘J-Fit’, which is easier to stretch and less pressure on body was launched recently. Easy On, Easy Off, just like your second skin. Also presented was the ‘F2 Denim’ collection, with the comfort of yoga pants and an authentic denim look, plus better performance on your body: a great connection between active wear and denim. And the ‘True Knit Denim’ with clear textures, 360o stretch, soft hand feel and ultimate stretch is offered as well.
The Athleisure trend has great impact on the denim field, as so many new fibers are the new sources of the denim innovation. Furthermore, a new series focused on menswear is in the works, named ‘Blue Force’. With the ‘Dyneema fiber’ being 15 times stronger than steel, the ‘Protex fiber’ as the flame retardant, and the ‘Tough Max Lycra’ fiber, the Prosperity denim will be more durable and even unbreakable, but incredibly light and flexible. Wearable all day long, its tough enough to withstand the challenges, but also with a very nice comfort stretch level.
 
 
INVISTA
Today there is a strong focus on performance - consumers are looking for garments and fabrics that “do” something - offer some kind of added value, whether it be shaping denim like “Lycra Beauty” fabrics, or “Coolmax” fabric with cool, dry comfort, or “Thermolite” fabric that helps keep you warm. The key innovation Invista is focused on for AW 2016/17 is “Lycra Beauty” fabrics. These branded fabrics were developed in response to women’s desire for denim garments with shaping capabilities. The fabric features Invista shaping technology to enhance, smooth, and slim the body while remaining comfortable, helping women look and feel their best. Invista introduced the concept last season and now has over 150 certified fabrics from mills around the world. The technology uses fit model feedback, wear force testing, and body scanning to predict a fabric’s ability to provide comfortable shaping.
 
CORDURA 
[bookmark: _GoBack]There’s growing demand for multifunctional fabrics and denims in support of the consumer crossover lifestyle trend.  Cordura Denim fabrics that feature in this collection offer stretch comfort functionality and lightweight durability to give designers maximum versatility in their quest for the ultimate crossover lifestyle jean solutions. Recent Cordura Denim fabric developments from Artistic Milliners are examples of the company’s many multi-functional fabric innovations. Featuring fibers such as “Lycra”, “Coolmax” and “Thermolite”, the commitment to creating performance driven ‘Durable Fabrics for Durable People’™ remains evident. This range of super strong, technical Cordura Denim fabrics features stretch, moisture management and temperature regulation capabilities. They’re tough, abrasion resistant, and provide four way stretch. Today´s apparel and Denim is about more than just tough, durable, long lasting fabrics. 
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