EXHIBITION

GLOBAL FASHION CAPITALS

Emily Norval

The museum at New York City’s Fashion Institute of Technology (FIT) tackles global fashion in its latest exhibition, examining the rise of fashion cities around the world. These of course include London, Milan, New York and Paris, but the exhibition also explores emerging fashion hubs, such as Seoul, Shanghai, Mumbai and Stockholm.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Fashion weeks have multiplied in recent years as cities become increasingly aware of the economic value of the industry, as well as its cultural influence. The exhibition investigates the factors that make up a globally relevant fashion city, from economic conditions to government and media support. 

Separated thematically by city, visitors are taken through the intriguing histories of London, Paris, Milan and New York as fashion hubs, before leading into other emerging cities. New York’s display, for example, stretches from a taffeta gown by 1930s designer Nettie Rosenstein to modern creations from Ralph Lauren and Alexander Wang. Meanwhile, London’s display includes works by Alexander McQueen and Vivienne Westwood. 

In the emerging cities display, the Tokyo fashion revolution featuring Yohji Yamatoto and Issey Miyake is a highlight, as well as the rise of the Antwerp 6, including Dries Van Noten and the Stockholm display featuring Ann-Sofie Back. While these names are familiar on a global scale, many designers featured have never before been on display in an American museum.  

From an industry research point of view, the exhibition is not to be missed for its informative value. Moreover, for any fashion aficionado pure joy will be taken from the extent of designers on display as well as original features such as a digital map displaying street style images from 20 different cities.

Global Fashion Capitals
June 2nd to November 14th 2015
The Museum at FIT, New York
www.fitnyc.edu
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