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AW 2015 SAW PREMIUM MENSWEAR LABELS EMBRACE OUTERWEAR AS A KEY TREND, BUT WHAT IS NEXT FOR SS 2016?

AW 2015 was the season of strong outerwear, as any menswear brand or buyer knows. The focus on fur-trimmed hoods in particular was a standout trend for the season at Pitti Uomo, as many high-end brands such as Aquascutum embraced the parka, but buckles and belts were also a popular choice. “It’s been a massively strong outerwear season and customers are getting more savvy,” says Darren Skey, head of menswear at Harvey Nichols in the UK, “They’re looking at detail and hardware for high quality.” Checked fabrics were another big focus for AW 2015, with labels such as Hugo Boss, Tonello and Paltò getting in on the act. Meanwhile, shearling was another winter warmer seen at the likes of Brunello Cucinelli and Hackett. 

So what next for SS 2016, where warmer weather will see less of an emphasis on outerwear? Luigi Lardini, creative director at premium Italian label Lardini predicts that the classic suit will make a comeback, telling WeAr, “After a long absence in the male wardrobe, finally [SS 2016 will see] the return of the suit. No longer used at work or ceremonies, but simply to dictate a new elegance.”  The colour palette will be natural, Lardini says, while “Jackets are still short with a narrow waist and the shoulders have a fit close to the body."

“We are convinced that [for SS 2016] materials will have to stay light and some color flash will be very important,” says Lars Braun, head of upscale menswear store Braun Hamburg in Hamburg, Germany which stocks brands including Ermenegildo Zegna, Jacob Cohën and Brioni. Braun also explains, “Except for the tie, which won’t have a big future, we have been concentrating a lot on a very elegant and smart look.” Despite a recent crop of premium brands embracing a more casual look, it looks like we will see the return of the sartorial gentleman for SS 2016.
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