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PORTLAND: AMERICA’S HIDDEN GEM
Nia Groce
WEAR TAKES A CLOSER LOOK AT PORTLAND, THE US CITY THAT HAS CAPTURED THE ATTENTION OF THE FASHION INDUSTRY.
Portland, Oregon may not initially bring to mind a multifaceted metropolis with a bustling fashion scene but the city, located in America’s Pacific Northwest, epitomizes this definition. Last year’s 8.7 million visitors generated $4.6 billion in spending as proof. While famously known for its proximity to the geographical staples of the West Coast - mountains, trees and fresh water bodies - these natural wonders only scratch the surface of its underlying culture. One of the most refreshing gems of the city is its hip fashion scene. 
Downtown, shoppers can find major department stores Nordstrom and Macy’s, as well as Nike, a given since the sportswear label was founded in Oregon. In addition to big retailers, there is the boutique Mario’s offering luxury shopping for men and women. With a range of designer names such as Helmut Lang, Rag & Bone and Lanvin, this boutique illustrates that ready to wear shopping is not only reserved for fashion capitals. Aside from contemporary fashion there are also vintage boutiques such as Hattie’s Vintage, a tiny store stocked full of goods. 
WeAr also spotlights Lizard Lounge, a boutique that curates modern product and merchandises it in a way that addresses functionality. Kyra Stanhope, Buyer, explains that they use visual merchandising to make customers “Realise they can wear a certain item without as much thought as they may have interpreted it if seen in NYC or LA,” but the store also aims to “Help Portlanders break out of their comfort zones…the roll-out-of-bed look,” an aesthetic that highlights Portland’s active lifestyle. Some of the boutique’s over seventy-five brands include Scotch & Soda, 7 For All Mankind and G-Star. 
Another integral aspect of the fashion community is FashioNXT; Portland's own nationally recognized runway series showcasing emerging lifestyle brands and technologies. Tito Chowdhury, Executive Producer of FashioNXT, also sheds light on the city by saying that it is “A pre-eminent global leader in apparel and footwear, steadily enhancing its reputation as a fashion creative center.”
