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SHEER AUDACITY
Nia Groce
AS COOLER AIR ENTERS THE ATMOSPHERE FOR AW 2015, THE TREND FOR SHEER DRESSING BLOWS ONTO THE SCENE WITH PIECES THAT DARE TO BARE ALL. 
Fashion’s affinity for showing skin is typically embodied through the ‘shifting erogenous zone,’ an area of the body that arouses sexual desire and relocates each season depending on trend. The neck, navel and zones in between or below have all signified the shifting erogenous zone at different stages of the fashion cycle but for AW 2015 this zone is no longer isolated. From bare chests to legs, the season’s shows reveal lascivious sheer tops and dresses from an influx of designers.

On a risqué scale, Alexander Wang lands at the daring end, with an all-over Gothic-inspired sheer gown that exposes virtually all body parts, save the meticulously placed black details covering the nipples. Marc Jacobs skipped playing coy by creating a completely sheer gown, though the long shin-length silhouette and floral embroideries provide an ironic contrast to the see-through garment. 
Chanel and Gucci took a more understated approach, using an everyday piece - the blouse - in delicate chiffon fabrics. Their respective tops each offer an ultra-feminine detail with an oversized bow at the neck, providing enough versatility for the blouses to tread between racy and dainty. Finally, Isabel Marant’s take on the trend presents a white, ruffle-bottom mini-dress in a gauzy material that becomes especially transparent only over the torso, serving as a hybrid between the overtly suggestive and the more subtle approaches for this permeating trend. 
