COLOUR TREND
RETREAT
COLOR TRENDS AW 2016/17 
Finding safety and retreat is always important, but it is particularly crucial at times like these. Unrest and crises in many parts of the world have us fleeing for privacy. Consumers are once again discovering small pleasures and looking more towards the local and the personal. This trend brings with it many opportunities for “worlds,” themes, and products that address consumers’ feelings. 
Himalayan Meditation, with its warm orange and red tones, takes us on a journey in search of our spiritual energy, bringing Far Eastern wisdom into our personal lives. On the other side of the world, we find the German island of Sylt, with its raw, sensual beauty. Natural colors between sand and beach grass, along with turquoise blue, reflect a Nordic aesthetic. 
We escape the winter cold in red, brown, and violet, the key colors of the Tender Glow theme. Cozy in front of the fire, we enjoy the incandescent warmth of the glowing logs. Greyed pastels, surrounded by dark base colors, allow us to retreat within ourselves in the Venetian Melancholy theme. Venice – the ancient power and aged grandeur sparkles beneath flaking color.
The Eurasian Mystery theme plays with the centuries-old fascination with East and West, tradition and modernity. As does the allure of jade green and dark wooden nuances. Virtual Fantasy, with its acid-green nuances, sulfurous yellow, and bluish rosé tones, shows us waves of flight that arise from our imagination and the boundless realms of science and computer stimulation. 
In winter, the world gets a shade greyer, but is not necessarily more lifeless. Living Grey shows us the vitality of a winter palette of grey, somewhere between warm and cold. Apart from color, surfaces and structures are also becoming enormously important. The same is true for the powerful blue theme Antarctica – the epitome of winter and its two identities. On the one hand, the threatening, impregnable ice fortress, on the other hand a frozen cathedral, perpetual in its beauty.
Winter allows us to retreat. We take the world home with us into our shelter.
Retreat is the trend agency ready-made’s color trend for AW 2016/17. More on the trends in the ready-made color books, available on www.ready-made.eu and on www.wearglobalnetwork.com/publication. 
