COOL ITEMS FOR CONCEPT STORES

HICKIES

How do you reinvent a classic? That’s exactly the thinking behind Hickies, a customizable responsive lacing system that’s taking the sneaker world by storm. The innovators behind the product - Mariquel Waingarten and Gastón Frydlewski – came up with the concept and raised funds via a Kickstarter campaign. Hickies are memory-fit elastomer bands that replace laces, turning your sneakers into slip-ons, streamlining their design and even increasing fit and stability. They come in a wide variety of colours for adults and children, offering wearers a unique new look for their favourite footwear. Its no wonder the Kickstarter campaign raised 600% more than its original goal. Hickies are now available in 35 countries and to date have sold over 1.4 millions units. The brand even hosted the launch of the sneakers-only floor at Galeries Lafayette in Paris earlier this year. 
www.hickies.com 

HEELBOPPS

Every woman has had the experience of getting the heel of her favourite shoe caught between cobblestones or coming home after just one wear to find the heel scratched. Katharina Hermes also found this annoying, so she developed the perfect solution for the problem: she invented Heelbopps, wider plug-on heel caps that protect the actual heel of the shoe and are a fashionable highlight in their own right. Heelbopps allow the wearer to personalise any pair of heels and the colour can be chosen to match the shoe, nail varnish, dress or total outfit. They are the world’s first heel caps not to alter the shoe’s silhouette or the wearer’s gait – on the contrary, they are so comfortable and sturdy that walking confidently and elegantly on any surface becomes a breeze. Heelbopps fit all high heels up to 1.3 cm in diameter and are easy to remove without damaging the material of the shoe. The little caps are available in a range of current designs and colours and some are adorned with gold jewels or Swarovski crystals, so you can create your own style day after day. Available in upmarket specialist shops and already spotted in La Rinascente in Milan and Vanilla in Frankfurt.
www.heelbopps.com

AUFTRAGSRAD

‘Auftragsrad’ means ‘made-to-order bicycle’, and that is exactly what this company offers: bespoke bikes that can be customised at seven different stages during production. Colour, material, saddle, handlebars – anything is possible. Nico Wünsche is the driving force behind this fresh new brand, which manufactures exquisite, one-of-a-kind bikes for stylish cyclists. His business operates according to the maxim ‘nothing is impossible’, and his goal is to ascertain exactly what his customer wants and to deliver it without compromising on anything. His Berlin showroom is home to the widest range of bicycle frames. Thanks to Nico Wünsche’s flair for aesthetics and his ability to create unique, personalised bicycle models, designers such as Vanhulsteijn and VIKS have entrusted him with the completion of their bikes. Reflective bikes are now also available. As well as accepting orders from individuals, Auftragsrad also creates company bikes using a firm’s corporate identity – the perfecting advertising medium.  Orders can be placed via the website or in the Auftragsrad showroom and store in Berlin.
www.auftragsrad.de
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