BRANDS

MENSWEAR LABELS TO WATCH

OMOGENE
[bookmark: _GoBack]Designer Alexis Giannotti describes himself as “like a sponge” when it comes to absorbing influences from the world around him. Having started studying architecture in Florence, he switched to study marketing and communication at the Polimoda fashion institute before launching his menswear label Omogene in 2013. Giannotti’s desire to change and experiment is reflected in his creations, which combine streetwear with traditional tailoring techniques. There’s a romantic sense to his designs, which for SS 2016 take the theme “Road Trip”, where the beauty of nature meets the technicality of transport. Where colours such as reds, blues and beige are reminiscent of sunsets and deserts and the great outdoors, fabrics are inspired by truck tarpaulins or grills – literally transforming the stylistic details of the vehicle into the garments. Each collection Giannotti produces takes a different, specific theme, leading to unique stories and a true sense of excitement to see where he will go next. 
www.omogene.com 

WILLIAM FAN
William Fan, a German designer with Asian roots, debuted at Mercedes-Benz Fashion Week Berlin in Spring 2015 with his eponymous collection. He previously passed the Bachelor’s program at the Artez art college in Arnhem, Netherlands, and then worked for Alexander McQueen before completing the Master’s program at the art college Berlin Weissensee. “My parents immigrated in the 1960s from Hong Kong to Germany, so I was always influenced by two strong cultural contradictions. I like to play with my Chinese roots and it feels right for this moment. I love to play with old fashion materials like jade and Chinese brocade to bring them into my German uniform/retrofuturistic’ style”, Fan says. Those styles are timeless, for men and women, in materials like leather, wool or silk. His menswear collections are a mix between classical tailoring and innovative materials, with materials like cashmere and silk combined with technopolyesther. His SS 2016 collection, ‘Jade Garden’, is a journey to the designer’s second home, Hong Kong. 
www.williamfan.com

TIGRAN AVETISYAN
Designer Tigran Avetisyan is one of the most internationally celebrated young fashion talents from Russia. Born in Volgograd, Russia, Avetisyan studied menswear at the prestigious Central Saint Martins in London, UK. He graduated in 2012, receiving an LVMH scholarship covering his tuition fees and the backing of his graduate collection, which was later picked up by renowned London boutique Machine-A. Avetisyan subsequently relocated back to Moscow, where he is currently based and working on his eponymous label. Famous for his workwear aesthetic and use of slogans, Avetisyan tells WeAr he would describe his labels in three words as a “homeopathic fashion collective.” His innovative SS 2016 collection was “mostly about Russian women on the metro,” he says, which goes to show how varied the young designers’ inspirations really are. Worldwide, current stockists include 10 Corso Como in Milan and Shanghai, Opening Ceremony in Japan and the USA and KM20 in Moscow.
www.tigran.co.uk 
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