PREMIUM MENSWEAR 

SARTORIAL SELECTIONS (TRANSLATORS: PLEASE CHANGE ACCORDINGLY TO SOUND BEST IN YOUR LANGUAGE)

Emily Norval

AS MENSWEAR MOVES INTO A NEW SEASON, WEAR EXAMINES THE KEY TREND UPDATES FOR SS 2016.

Lightness is an important topic for SS 2016, which permeates menswear from technical outerwear to fine tailoring. Brunello Cucinelli describes the “language of freedom” in its collection, which is “lightness spread throughout the materials.” Mixing silk, cotton and linen is a major theme and at trade shows this season, the most desirable blazers were always unlined. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In terms of colour, summer presents the brightest shades, from ocean blue to tangerine.  Stefano Ricci describes SS 2016 as “Sculpted in pristine Tuscan air,” which is evident from the Mediterranean shades of its lightweight blazers. More broadly it’s also a season for neutrals. There’s a lot of military and utility coming through under the khaki, beige and cream umbrella, from jackets to trousers. 

Vintage-inspired trends are taking on a life of their own, with the 1940s and 1950s one of the key looks. Kiton has based its SS 2016 range on Naples in the 1940s – think pristine, elegant tailoring with double-breasted jackets and coloured linens. Pitti Uomo was a wealth of inspiration under this theme, with that specifically Neapolitan look already popular and hats in particular making a comeback in true 1940s style.  Elsewhere, the Al Capone gangster era – again the 1940s - is channelled via the return of the pinstripe suit at labels such as Tiger of Sweden and Bottega Veneta. Others, including Canali and E.Tautz, have looked to the 1950s for a preppy look, with bowling shirts and tapered trousers. 

Microprints remain the way to add interest to a classic tailored look. Eton, one of the pioneers of the microprint ‘business shirt’ continues to develop into new patterns for SS 2016. Stripes are also unavoidable this season, not just in shirting, but also across categories including knitwear and jackets. 
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