MENSWEAR TREND

ORIENTAL ORIENTATION

Liza Riccioni

THE NEW EL DORADO OF THE LUXURY WORLD, CHINA INFLUENCES AND INSPIRES.

This year China is in the spotlight more than ever in the fashion industry. Firstly, because of the very much talked about exhibition "China, through the looking glass" at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, which explores the impact of Chinese aesthetics on Western wardrobes, and secondly because on the men’s SS 2016 catwalks, folklore and exoticism breezed in.

With a trend that evokes an invitation to travel, Louis Vuitton and Dolce & Gabbana have each borrowed from the Middle Kingdom with rich silks and floral and animal prints for collections that combine urban silhouettes and traditional clothes. Heading back to nature is marked by a strong presence of ancestral Chinese porcelain-inspired patterns, such as white birds, peacocks or blooming tree branches, as well as strong bright colors, ranging from red satin to turquoise with touches of yellow, green and pale pink.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
At Valentino and Dries Van Noten, collections truly managed to merge a modern look with this Asian-inspired atmosphere. The exoticism is present in graphic patterns spread across several pieces, all in a low-key color palettes dominated by brown, beige and gray.

Men are also ready for travel at Pringle of Scotland, with a wardrobe that recalls the Tai Chi outfit, reinvented with wide trousers and simple forms, and sometimes decorated with tropical patterns and other Chinoiserie. 
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