SWITCH – COLOUR TRENDS S/S 2017
The fashion industry is changing. Thanks to the Internet, today’s consumers are often well informed and a global shift in values is resulting in a conscious move away from consumerism for many. This means that consumers are now more discerning than ever before. The focus is on quality and fast consumption has become an anachronism. But what can be done about consumer frustration?
The following six trend themes from colour analysts ready-made look to the future and provide inspiring ideas for how to reach the consumer.
Silver Horizon: Like a streak of silver on the horizon, this design world is a promise of a different future – a future in which people and their needs take centre stage. The dark, powerful blues of the night develop into delicate blues and violets as sunrise approaches, giving way to bright apricot and rosé. Together with the shimmering silver, a feeling of awakening emerges.
Fresh Rainbow: The world in all its diversity, condensed into a style mash-up: forget about style diktats. A desire for unrestricted combinations results in cross-border individualism. Rainbows can be found in almost every culture – all over the world they are a symbol of diversity and peaceful cooperation. Summery, joyful, fresh and vibrant: these colours represent the optimism and joy that we can all experience through diversity.
Naturally Sensitive: This design theme represents many people’s search for harmony between us and the world in which we live. Here, simplicity also means elegance, luxury and the greatest possible comfort. Tradition and experience meet innovation and high-tech. A palette of bright neutrals, simply and modest, is brought to shimmering life by energetic yellow tones, rich in nuance.
Raw Magic: Africa – the cradle of humanity is not only inspiring because of its impressive nature. Here we can look back to the origins of our very existence! The raw, the original, created by simple means, makes sense and is comprehensible to all. Dark brown, ochre and bright limestone creates the earthy and archaic framework for a series of intensive and powerful colours. Orange/turquoise and violet/ochre present dynamism and energy. Dark brown and black purple make the colours shine, while the bright limestone ensures the clarity of colour harmonies.  
Green Wins!: Green does not just stand for hope, but also for the future. Nature is eternal – humankind a mere footnote to history. We need to work together with nature and help her to gain a foothold even in our self-made, artificial environment. Fresh and juicy greens combine with cool, technical green and greenish nuances to create an urban yet simultaneously natural colour tone. Animate green and inanimate grey enter into a new coalescence that shows a harmonious cooperation between nature and civilisation.
Revolution Again: Revolutions on a small and a large scale are always decisive steps that bring us forward. Let us concentrate on the small-scale revolution – our revolution. Let us dare to try something new, break taboos and profit from newfound freedom. The blue, white and red tricolore that emerged during the French Revolution is surely the most famous symbol of the most famous revolutions. The colours of this theme are parallels of the watchwords of the French Revolution of 1789: Liberté, Égalité, Fraternité 
.
