INTERVIEW

BEN ANDREW, LIBERTY LONDON
Tom Bottomley 
BEN ANDREW, SENIOR BUYER MEN’S FASHION AT LIBERTY IN LONDON, TELLS WEAR ABOUT KEY MENSWEAR TRENDS AND THE BUYING SEASON AHEAD.
What are you looking to bring in to the Liberty menswear mix going forward?
We’re looking to bring in more exclusivity, and brands and products that are slightly more interesting, different and under the radar. We’re certainly on the look-out to bring in some newness to complement the biggest brands that we do well with, which include the likes of Acne Studios, Dries Van Noten, Maison Margiela and A.P.C. Dries is a particularly big one for us, as it really seems to resonate with our customers. 
Are there any key trends that will be influencing your buying outlook for the new season?
Personally I think the whole vintage thing is coming back around again. You’re starting to see much more washed denim, and more of an L.A look. With denim coming back stronger, obviously ‘vintage’ and distressed denim is such a strong part of that. Beams Plus, which we’re bringing in for the first time for S/S 2016, has a very vintage American feel to it, as does Engineered Garments and, of course, Ralph Lauren’s RRL line. Price-point wise that has been made more accessible, especially with the jeans and shirts, which helps, but it’s the very special pieces that make that brand, and that’s what people really come in for and will pay good money for.
Haven’t more clean looks been prevalent?
They have, but everyone has gone down that more sportswear influenced cleaner look, so I think the whole vintage thing is starting to feel more relevant again. That whole clean look thing can only go on for so long, otherwise it just gets boring.
[bookmark: _GoBack]What are the key trade shows for you?
We generally start with Pitti Uomo and then in Paris there’s the Man and Capsule shows. There’s also Jacket Required in London. They would really be the key four shows for us to go to.
WeAr Select launches in London in January, do you think a well-edited premium international trade show to coincide with London Collections Men is a good idea?
I think it will be a great addition, because it makes sense to have a trade show running alongside the fashion week, like they do in Paris and Milan. Fashion runway shows are great and they are good for press, but, as a buyer, you want to see and feel product. It’s what has been missing, as London Collections Men is very ‘show heavy’. It gives an opportunity to balance going to the shows, which are nice to go to. 



