MENSWEAR TREND

THE NEW DANDY

Beatrice Campani

FROM OSCAR WILDE TO THE GREAT GATSBY, MENSWEAR LOOKS TO THE DANDY AS INFLUENCE FOR S/S 2016 

During the menswear fashion shows for Spring/Summer 2016, we saw a really interesting trend: the ‘macho’ look is old, and the male wardrobe is for the ‘new dandy’, influenced by sophisticated tailoring and a more feminine aesthetic. The result is a new kind of elegance, created for a man who wears delicate blouses with bows and flowers, vests in precious fabrics, braces, panama hats and double-breasted jackets with cool prints. The ‘dandy’ figure of course traditionally emphasises the pursuit of pleasure and leisure activities, thus these beautiful clothes move away from the hardwearing aesthetic of recent seasons. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]It’s a new way of dressing, which looks at various inspirations, from the 1920s atmosphere of F. Scott Fitzgerald’s ‘The Great Gatsby’ or as far back as the works of Oscar Wilde. In the collections there are some romantic touches, with others more futuristic and a solid foundation of classic elegance best seen in the beautiful shops of Savile Row. This is not a flawless elegance, impeccable and meticulous, but a research of harmonious contrasts. At Etro, for example, materials traditionally used for womenswear are proposed throughout the collection, for a new dandy look. Shirts in chiffon float under suits in soft colours like watermelon, tangerine, burgundy and blue.  The leather jackets become softer and are worn with a shirt in white silk jacquard. Feminine contaminations continue at Gucci, where Alessandro Michele draws pink blouses with bows tied around the neck, items in crochet and silk robes. Massimo Rebecchi offers a suit in denim with dots and shirts with flowers, along with delicious vests in delicate prints, while Richard James catches the eye with beautiful prints on suits in bright colours. Simon Holloway, designer at Hogan, offers a luxurious tailoring that is influenced by pop with micro print blouses and suits with large revers.
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