FASHION FORECAST

PREVIEW: WGSN BUYER’S BRIEFING

Sara Maggioni, WGSN Director of Retail and Buying 

 THE EVOLUTION OF 1970S INSPIRED THEMES INTO A/W 2016/17

At WGSN (wgsn.com) we predict what’s coming next to help you get ahead and buy what’s going to be hot next season. To guide you, we’ve curated a taster of the hottest new trends for A/W 16/17. The WGSN Buyers’ Briefing gives a checklist of the season’s key trends in new and carry-over items with colours, key details, fabric and finishes, as well as print and pattern updates.

As the current infatuation with the 1970s moves from bohemian to glam, we see this reflected in the material and design directions for A/W 2016/17. Exotic snakeskins, low-key sequins and vibrantly coloured sartorial fabrics lead a more maximalist approach, which segues nicely into the darkly romantic and old-world themes that emerge for the upcoming year.
 
Velvet is incorporated into the A/W 2016/17 wardrobe in much the same way as corduroy. Supple and stretch qualities offer fluid fits for fresh silhouettes, such as the wide-leg trouser and the soft bolero, bringing a contemporary spin to the fashion fabric. 
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Snake prints have seen success in recent years within the woven blouse category as well as accessories and footwear sectors, prepping the consumer for the transition to statement outerwear and apparel options. Look to snakeskin to update bestselling leather pieces from last season such as the A-line mini or the shift dress.
 
A/W 2015/16’s ubiquitous 1970s themes ease off for both print and colour, with greys, navy and cosmetic tones replacing the cognac and rusty tones that are currently dominating retail, punctuated by bold red and green.
 
WGSN will explore the new trends and evolution of key themes into A/W 2016/17 during its new taster of the Buyer’s Briefing at WeAr Select London. It will then present the full exclusive edit at PURE London in February, where it will unveil a more in-depth look at A/W 2016/17 and what the trends mean for the future of buying.

(Graphics Note: Please include WeAr Select Logo at the bottom)
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