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The Metropolitan Museum of Art’s annual Met Gala will host a star-studded evening this May. Co-chairs, including Anna Wintour and Idris Elba, and honorary chairs, Karl Lagerfeld and Miuccia Prada, will celebrate the exhibition Manus x Machina: Fashion in an Age of Technology. The show will explore the impact of technology on fashion, displaying over a hundred haute couture and ready-to-wear garments made by hand (‘manus’) or with the help of machines (‘machina’). 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Originally, the ‘hand work vs machine production’ antagonism was the very element that set haute couture apart from prêt-à-porter; however, over time the distinctions between these two methods became blurred. “Manus x Machina will challenge the conventions of the hand/machine dichotomy, and propose a new paradigm germane to our age of digital technology,” said Andrew Bolton, Curator in Charge at the Costume Institute. 

Exhibits will range from garments made in the 1800s to pieces shown on the catwalk in 2015, featuring the work of Coco Chanel, André Courrèges, Marc Jacobs and Rei Kawakubo. The principles of haute couture will be illustrated by a sumptuous gown by Charles Frederick Worth, while the issues of industrialization and mass production will be explored through a range of objects from different eras. The exhibition will be complemented by a 3D-printing workshop, providing an interactive experience in line with the fashion and technology theme. 
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