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[bookmark: _GoBack]The exhibition Game Changers: Reinventing the 20th Century Silhouette is composed around the innovative work of Cristóbal Balenciaga, the fashion designer who influenced the silhouette of fashion throughout the 20th century. Since the beginning of his career in the 1920s, Balenciaga has been an inspiration for numerous couturiers. He was the first designer to renounce the conventional hourglass silhouette in favor of architectural and abstract volumes that allowed more freedom and movement around the female body. Following in his footsteps, designers like Vionnet, Poiret and Chanel redefined femininity by means of technical innovations, drawing on influences from Japanese design, such as the kimono shape. Christian Dior famously said: “Haute Couture is like an orchestra, whose conductor is Balenciaga. We other couturiers are the musicians and we follow the direction he gives.” Later, in the 1980s and 1990s, the new generation of Japanese and Belgian designers, such as Issey Miyake, Yohji Yamamoto, Comme des Garçons, Ann Demeulemeester and Martin Margiela, revisited Balenciaga’s work in search of new ways of dealing with the silhouette and space. Balenciaga’s influence on fashion’s most radical thinkers is demonstrated through an impressive showcase of 100 outstanding couture and ready-to-wear pieces, featuring works by all the aforementioned designers, on loan from the prestigious collections of museums including FIT New York and the V&A London. 
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