FASHION FORECAST
WGSN KEY TAKEAWAYS FOR A/W 2017/18 MENSWEAR

Nick Paget, Senior Menswear Editor, WGSN

“Sustainability is a key theme for the season, highlighted by the renewed interest in traditional construction and materials, as well as an appetite for investment purchases. Luxury goes hand in hand with comfort, as designers and consumers alike reject the notion that dressing up needs to mean feeling constrained or uncomfortable. As part of this mindset, pieces with a casual or sportswear DNA are up-specced to premium status, creating a new set of sartorial rules. The influence of streetwear is felt at many levels of the market in some form.”
	
Every season, WGSN publishes the Buyers’ Briefings across all product categories to provide a comprehensive guide to support buying and range planning. We use a combination of very different sources to help achieve the right balance of newness and commerciality.

For A/W 17/18 menswear, the key takeaways and themes coming through for the season are:

Sculptural volume is key for both smart and casualwear, presenting a challenger to the skinny-fit looks that have prevailed for so long. This comes from the retro undertones of the 1990s, 1970s and 1960s, which are felt across trend stories for the season.

Era-less retro
The borrowing of style cues from across multiple decades under the banner of ‘retro’ is endorsed and encouraged for A/W 17/18. It’s even a more commercial statement when looks feel softly nostalgic rather than rigidly retro. 

A glamorous pajama dressing theme allows scope for dramatic evening looks, with velvet, satin and key items such as the pajama shirt translating from womenswear trends. The shawl collar tux is in favor, while cocooning knits add that edge of relaxed luxe, all in smoky or blackened tones.

Raw materials are exciting designers this season, with natural, undyed yarns, hides and skins favored for their raw, untainted appeal. Hewn from artisan materials, the visible, precious origin of these pieces underlines their desirability.  

Considered design is visible in the wardrobes of men who expect the most from their clothing. Pieces which work well with lots of other favorites and are made from intelligent fabrics, as well as having the right shaped pockets for all the modern accoutrements are in high demand. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Key color messages center around sophisticated jewel shades, recognizable and time-proven navy, gray mélange and stone shades, popped with unexpected off-beat retro brights. Abstract, organic-inspired patterns mimic camouflage and reinvigorate this menswear print favorite.
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