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Radical, intellectual, sculptural: the designs by Japanese designer Rei Kawakubo break with aesthetic conventions and have influenced countless fashion designers since the Seventies. To commemorate this trailblazer of the avant-garde, the Metropolitan Museum of Art is dedicating a solo exhibition to the 74-year-old – the first on a living designer since the 1983 show on Yves St. Laurent. 
Through her label, Comme des Garçons, Kawakubo questions our perceptions of beauty, good taste and sexiness. “In blurring the art/fashion divide, Kawakubo asks us to think differently about clothing,” says Thomas P. Campbell, Director of The Met museum. Around 120 of her womenswear looks are on display, from styles taken from her first catwalk show in Paris in 1981 through to her latest designs. In order to best present Kawakubo’s experiments in exploring the space between boundaries curator Andrew Bolton has arranged the exhibits thematically. Dualities such as East/West, man/woman, present/past are questioned and dissolved. This effect is accentuated by all the mannequins being placed on the same floor level as the visitors, with no distinct boundary evident, abolishing even the space between observer and observed. The annual Met Gala will take place on May 1 on the occasion of the exhibition opening. The gala is a very important event on the New York fashion scene and attracts scores of celebrities. Honorary Chair this year: Rei Kawakubo. 
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Original quote:
“In blurring the art/fashion divide, Kawakubo asks us to think differently about clothing,” said Thomas P. Campbell, Director and CEO of The Met. 
