EXHIBITION

MARGIELA: THE HERMÈS YEARS

Tjitske Storm

This spring and summer, Antwerp’s celebrated fashion museum MoMu will be showcasing items from the 12 collections designed by the cult Belgian designer Martin Margiela during his years at the helm of the luxury French label Hermès. Margiela was the house’s artistic director for women’s ready-to-wear from 1997 until 2003, while also overseeing his eponymous label Maison Martin Margiela. At that time Margiela had already gained international recognition for his groundbreaking deconstructivist designs. His signature recycled materials, historic references and a conceptual approach to presentations, sales and communication continue to make an impact on fashion to the present day. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Margiela’s creative vision entered into a seamless synergy with Hermès’ values of comfort, timeless luxury and exquisite tactility. His sober and monochrome color palette was an unexpected yet welcome departure from the typical multi-colored Hermès prints. Impeccable tailoring, craftsmanship and innovative but comfortable materials were key to Margiela’s collections for Hermès. Despite his retreat from the fashion scene over eight years ago, his work still inspires many designers; in fact, due to the rising popularity of labels such as Vetements that openly draw on his heritage, the industry is talking about a recent “Margiela revival”, so the exhibition seems like a very timely event. 

Margiela: The Hermès Years
MoMu, Antwerp Museum of Fashion, Antwerp
From March 31, 2017 to August 27, 2017
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