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The latest fashion exhibition at the Victoria and Albert (V&A) Museum in London, titled 'Balenciaga: Shaping Fashion', explores the work of the master of haute couture Cristóbal Balenciaga. The show’s particular focus is on the 1950s and 1960s, the designer’s most creative period that saw the invention of revolutionary shapes, such as the tunic, the ‘sack’, ‘baby doll’ and shift dresses. The exhibits include ensembles, dresses and hats made for socialites and famous icons like Ava Gardner, Gloria Guinness and Mona von Bismarck. 

The three main sections of the exhibition are ‘Front of House’, which explores Balenciaga’s salons; ‘Workrooms’, which showcases behind-the-scenes visuals and documents; and ‘Balenciaga’s Legacy’, which features the work of over 30 designers from the last 50 years, including Emanuel Ungaro, André Courrèges and J.W. Anderson. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In total, more than 100 garments and 20 hats are displayed, accompanied by archive sketches, patterns, photographs, fabric samples and extensive catwalk footage, which mostly comes from the V&A’s Balenciaga collection initiated by Cecil Beaton in the 1970s. For the first time, the V&A has partnered with artist Nick Veasey to create a special X-ray feature that exposes hidden details and structures that make Balenciaga’s pieces so striking, such as strategically positioned dress weights and complex boning in the bodices. Digitized and animated patterns from three of the designer’s most iconic pieces are another innovative feature of the exhibition, revealing how the cut fabrics come together in the final garment and demonstrating Balenciaga’s mastery of material. 

The exhibition is accompanied by a new V&A publication and a series of related events, courses and creative workshops. 
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