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In collaboration with New York’s Finnish Cultural Institute and Parsons School of Design, the Museum of Arts and Design (MAD) in New York has opened fashion after Fashion, an exhibit exploring a ‘post-fashion’ ideology. Six designer teams independently and collectively examine fashion across both design and art, seeking to diversify the term ‘Fashion’ (with a capital ‘F’). The works presented in the exhibition question the greater potential of fashion for both the designer and consumer through topics including the myth of the individual star designer, short-lived and commodity-driven products, gendered dressing, ideal bodies and waste.

Designers represented in the exhibition embody a range of generations as well as fashion sectors, from couture to conceptual. Eckhaus Latta, a pair of New York designers influencing the underground fashion scene, do so by drawing from the real people, places and objects of the city, going beyond its fashion capital credo. There is also Henrik Vibskov, the Scandinavian designer whose garments emphasize the relationships between body and movement, and whose shows reimagine complex realms. Lucy Jones taps into inclusivity by designing for body types typically neglected by the wider fashion industry with her ‘Seated Collection’ for self-propelled, seated disabled people. Rounding out the exhibit are Ryohei Kawanishi, SSAW and ensæmble who present new perspectives on contemporary fashion. 
Co-curated by Hazel Clark and Ilari Laamanen, fashion after Fashion is a part of MAD’s series entitled ‘The Art and Craft of Getting Dressed’, featuring three exhibitions that explore fashion practices through culture and critical thinking.
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