FABRIC REPORT

A/W 18: UTILITY GLAM

For A/W 18, denim is getting dressier and ever more fashion-oriented. The very fact that world-renowned trend agency WGSN has launched its own line of sustainable denim fabrics is a testimony to this. This line draws on the Eastern influences, transeasonal layering and modern classics – all key high fashion trends predicted for A/W 18/-19.

· Prosperity focuses on the new black color denim and the equally new coating ‘HI-LUX’ coating with a luxurious sheen – all very glam. The unique black shade is achieved using Archroma’s sulfide free sulfur dyes and is crisp and clean. At Calik, the new line (aptly titled ‘Red Carpet’) includes a group of show-stopping fabrics made with metallic yarns and a range reminiscent of the 1980s disco trousers that maintains its shiny look after washing. New colors at US Denim include Rust Black, which starts off as black but develops a rusty- brown patina after a few washes; Snow Black, a black shade that washes out quickly to leave crystal white where scraped, and Green Castle, which changes from green to deep blue when washed.  

The other A/W 18 trend in denim is utilitarian heritage. The Cordura brand’s ‘Re/Mastered’ collection is inspired by iconic 20th century utility silhouettes and, features garments curated by the Paris-based Monsieur-T. design studio. Points of reference include a 1940s-style Belgian army mechanic’s coverall, a classic 1960s-style Dutch utilitarian field jacket, a 1920s-style classic French workwear pant, a fireman’s jacket and a German brewery apron., and tThe fabrics in this range also include a heavy-duty, indigo blue, specially engineered denim, a vintage-inspired red-edge selvedage denim and a canvas. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Orta has created another collaboration with the London-based Vintage Showroom, from London resulting in two capsule collections: ‘Speed Stars’, inspired by biker clothing from the 1950s and 1960s, and ‘Free Fall’, which  that reinterprets original parachutist gear. Calik, too, is reinventing the raw, vintage aesthetic in its ‘Denovated’ concept, which  that provides an authentic look with rigid, and power stretch. US Denim’s ‘HeritEdge’ line offers a selvaedge denim look enhanced with the latest technologies, such as Cool Max, Thermolite and ToughMax, and the ‘SelvEdgeX’ line, developed in collaboration with Invista, uses fabrics from the cherished collection of antique selvaedge looms but with Lycra Xfit technology embedded for freedom of movement.

One thing, however, has not changed: when it comes to fabric manufacturing, sustainability is still key. Orta utilisesutilizes its cutting-edge ‘Indigo Flow’ process, which  that combines ‘Reserve Flow’, an advanced indigo dyeing method that saves uses up to 70% less water usage, and ‘Clean Flow’, which  that usesemploys an organic   reducing agent, generating cleaner waste water with 60% less BOD (biological  oxygen demand)  and  60% less COD (chemical  oxygen demand). 

Prosperity is using its ‘DyStar’ pre-reduced indigo technology in a continued effort to contribute to a cleaner environment. The brand’s ‘Carmine Blue’ and ‘Iro Blue’ washes  – both part of the ‘Sweet Indigo’ family – are growing in importance as they ban the use of hydrosulfite and use organic dye additives to develop the shade.  

And Cordura, which is celebrating its 50th anniversary by collaborating with a variety of companies, has produced a range together with DuPont Tate & Lyle’s Bio Products, whose Susterra propanediol durable coatings and waterproof, breathable membranes are manufactured through a fermentation process using renewably sourced plant-derived glucose. This manufacturing method also produces 50% fewer greenhouse gas emissions and consumes 42% less nonrenewable energy than equivalent petroleum-based diols. 


