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PHAEDO

Phaédo is an art-inspired brand founded by Chinese designer ZhuZhu, who graduated from SiChuan Fine Arts Institute, studied at London’s Central Saint Martins and was the first Chinese designer to attend the Royal Academy of Fine Arts in Belgium. He set up Phaédo studio in Hangzhou in 2014, bringing together a group of young people and experienced artisans working with a variety of materials, such as traditional Chinese paper, earth, silk and cotton. The label’s creative process begins with observing and exploring materials and heavily relies on manual skills and unique techniques: natural silk undergoes a special treatment that makes it matt and firm; a natural color palette is obtained through persimmon dyeing that, after an initial exposure to the sun, makes the garment slowly change color as the days go by. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The collection’s philosophy is about linking East and West in a universal style, with fabrics, colors and forms that suit women of all ages and backgrounds. There are long coats and dresses with a particular emphasis on the sleeves, neck and back; in a suit, the long trousers have a slit at the front that makes shoes stand out. The first collection – the result of three years’ work – debuted during the last Milan Fashion Week at La Triennale space where visitors could discover the Phaédo world through an installation merging fashion and art. From next season, the brand’s collections will be stocked in Paris, New York, Chicago, London, Milan, Florence and Shanghai.

www.phaedostudios.com

