


FASHION FORECAST
WGSN
KEY ITEMS FOR S/S 18 WOMENSWEAR

Sara Maggioni, Director of Retail & Buying, WGSN

Every season, WGSN publishes comprehensive Buyers’ Briefings across all product categories to provide a complete guide to buying and range planning. We use a combination of diverse sources to help achieve the right balance of newness and commerciality. 

Genre and category-blurring themes and a mix-and-match approach to styling remain key for S/S 18, while a more formal aesthetic starts to emerge after many seasons of normcore and elevated casualwear. Femininity remains another important message for the season, updating popular trends such as utility, sport and urban looks.

Key Items
Notions of versatility run through S/S 18 key items, with easy throw-on styles like robe and loose dresses and pieces with transitional qualities coming to the fore as customers focus on buying less but better. Waist-defining silhouettes pick up pace, while tailored shapes add a fresh sharpness to assortments with DB blazers, paperbag-waist and tailored trousers becoming more commonplace.

Color
Familiar shades with trans-seasonal appeal such as baked pinks, wine tones and blues remain important. However, bolder, more confident hues like fuchsia and pops of neon gain momentum as customers slowly let go of pared-back minimalist tones to embrace saturated brights and sophisticated pastels.

Print & Pattern
Perennial patterns such as camo, leopard and spots gain traction in the fashion arena, ditching the reimagined interpretations of previous seasons in favor of a true-to-form approach. Also expect eye-catching trends such as vibrant tie dye, complex dark tropicals and re-energized florals to emerge strongly and drive newness.

Fabrics
[bookmark: _GoBack]Fancy fabrics like velvet and satin used within a casualwear context carry on as an important message, whileas the love for hi-lo styling and a formal-meets-casual aesthetic shows no sign of abating. Girly and ladylike details such as bows, waist-defining silhouettes and textural florals come to the fore, confirming the all-important femininity themes running through the season. Surface interest is also added, via ruching, lace-up constructions and buttoned-up fastenings, which act as both decorative elements and functional details.

For more information about how to access insight and inspiration from WGSN, visit wgsn.com 









