


WOMENSWEAR LABELS TO WATCH

Molly Goddard

[bookmark: _GoBack]Born in London in 1988, Molly Goddard received a BA in Fashion Knitwear and an MA in Fashion Knitwear from Central St Martins, before launching her own label with a Spring/Summer 2015 collection. Her work is focused around traditional craft techniques, such as hand pleating, smocking and crocheting. These serve to create delicate and fragile garments with unique fabric combinations, inspired by party dressing and bygone eras. Goddard’s collections are sold by some of the most prestigious stores worldwide, including Dover Street Market, I.T, Browns, Boon the Shop and Club 21. As well as being an accomplished designer, she also creates installations and other works at the intersection of fashion and art, such as The Corridor installation at I.T Beijing Market in October 2015, the Ground Floor installation at Dover Street Market in New York in July 2015 and a show at London’s Tate Modern in February 2017. Some of Goddard’s pieces are on display at Trading Museum Comme des Garçons – a great stamp of approval for a young designer.

www.mollygoddard.com


NOBI TALAI 

Barely two years old, the label Nobi Talai label already has a very distinctive and recognizable style. Tehran-born, Berlin-based designer Nobieh Talaei draws inspiration from her nomadic family heritage and from the modern urban environment. Her designs are refined and flowing, reminiscent of utility wear in their stark simplicity, but sophisticated in their use of layering and deconstruction. “The journey is the message,”, says the artist. Using traditional handicraft technique, she creates a cross-cultural stylistic approach that marries East and West. In September 2016, the brand held a catwalk show at Paris Fashion Week for the first time. Lightweight fabrics, including thin leather, and luminous tints gave the collection  an airy look and was favorably received by critics and buyers alike. Nobi Talai has recently won the New Faces Award by Brunte Magazine. The label’s clients currently include Off&Co (Munich) and Shopbop (online).
www.nobitalai.com 


HILLIER BARTLEY 

British fashion legends Luella Bartley and Katie Hillier launched Hillier Bartley in 2015. Bartley’s now-closed label, Luella, was a symbol of the British style in the early 2000s and a favorite with numerous fashion icons, from Cate Blanchett and Sienna Miller to Keira Knightley, Alexa Chung and Amy Winehouse. At that time, she was already working with Hillier. After the label ceased trading in 2009, the two women headed womenswear collections at Marc by Marc Jacobs, before starting their latest venture. Hillier Bartley’s label’s collections reference bohemian West London in the 1970s and David Bowie; fringed scarves, high-waisted trousers and kimonos are revamped with lustrous and shiny materials, and tailoring plays a huge role. Every item is hand-finished, made in England or Italy. With its masculine-feminine accents, Hillier Bartley embodies the female dandy: these are party clothes for women who won’t go anywhere near party dresses. Current stockists include Net-a-porter (online), Fashion Dome (Dubai), Lane Crawford (Shanghai, Hong Kong) and Selfridges (London).

www.hillierbartley.com







