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Born in Russia’s Siberia region, Maria Kazakova gained a BFA from the British Higher School of Art and Design in Moscow, a graduate diploma from Central Saint Martins in London and an MFA from Parsons in New York. In 2017, her menswear brand Jahnkoy (the name means ‘a new spirit village’ in the language of the Crimean Tatars) was a finalist for the prestigious LVHM Prize. Her latest show at New York Fashion Week: Men’s included her graduate collection ‘The Displaced’ and a capsule sneaker line created with the support of Puma. 
‘The Displaced’ taps into a wide variety of cultures and emphasizes the global world we live in. Focusing on found materials, the collection deconstructs and reassembles ready-made items: second-hand clothing, such as jerseys and sportswear, is reinvented through the use of beads, plastic bags, soda cans and pigeon feathers.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sports is the core theme of the collection: according to the designer, it is the main vehicle of globalization. Tracksuits are worn across the globe, from the backstreets of America to the Siberian steppes. Besides the streetwear and sportswear references, Jahnkoy explores the motifs of the national costumes worn by Crimean Tatars, as well as Middle Eastern, African, Indian and American Indian heritage. By mixing tribal influences with contemporary urban styles, Jahnkoy suggests how traditional artisan techniques can be successfully woven into our everyday garments in order to bring back the values of craftsmanship, longevity and history. 
Jahnkoy is currently stocked at Bergdorf Goodman and shows at New York Fashion Week.
www.jahnkoy.com


