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Twice a year, WGSN trend experts gather for a two-day workshop to share the artistic, cultural and socioeconomic influences that will impact commerce and design for over the next two years. The result is a lowdown of four macro trends. 

THE THINKER

The dawning of an era of learning and enlightenment inspires this story. It comes hand-in-hand with a more considered approach to elevated basics and everyday luxury, as investment pieces, longevity and sustainability all become more important purchase factors for consumers.

Since menswear has been about loosely the same key items for several seasons, brands turn to their archives and to heritage fabrics to update these established bestsellers to create new looks and new reasons to buy. 

Gently subverting classic and preppy looks, this story takes the checks, tartans, stripes and tweeds, which signify tradition, and blends them with sportswear, denim and casual jersey pieces. Ill-fitting tailored pieces (especially the blazer), simple-but-oversized shirts and wider-cut trousers are also important, all in a sepia-tinted palette and tinged with timeless retro appeal.

HUMANATURE

Almost as a rebuff to the sanitized world of data, this trend looks to intuition and gut instinct to inspire a renewed relationship with the great outdoors and how humans relate to it. Fitness for purpose is important, but so is an element of lo-fi and primal comfort.

Items of localized craft made by artisanal traditions are styled with pieces from seemingly incongruous global brands within an outfit, creating a look of well-travelled cool. 

For menswear, this means that practical outdoor clothing and workwear is layered with patched, quilted and textured pieces to create a homespun look. Borg sits with denim, shearling with performance-quality nylons, while cottons have a raw, cocooning quality. Decorative finishes inspired by traditional folkloric designs add an eclectic edge.

WORLDHOOD

Continued fascination with the expression of cultural identity will intersect with another of menswear’s favorite aesthetics – streetwear. This story allows the cherry picking of pieces best suited to a brand’s identity, while creating a new and exciting look.

With social media bringing emerging trends to consumers almost instantaneously, new style statements are getting bolder and more extreme, responding to the foreshortened time they have to create an impact. 

In this youthful trend, bold color and pattern combinations sing out from voluminous, ‘’80s- and ‘’90s- inspired items. The kind of statement pieces that appear in limited runs and are sniffed out by devoted fans have created an appetite for more of these '‘conversation starters’, and this is something more mainstream brands are picking up on. It’s this perfectly curated balance which defines the story, with those plainer pieces by solid menswear favorites augmented by the odd showstopper.

DARK WONDER

The lure of nightlife and the more primal desires of man influence this story, as does the influences of new technology and the enhanced world that augmented reality opens up. What’s usually hidden and somewhat underground surfaces as a fashion trend for partywear and beyond this season.

With renewed emphasis on dressing up on a night out, more luxurious fabrics return to the fore, giving the most casual menswear staples an instant upgrade and a tactile quality or lustrous effect that implies hedonistic indulgence. 

Subverting items such as the dress shirt, dinner suit and other sartorial touchstones of what is often a very conservative statement for men comes about as a response to increased interest in gender-fluid dressing and the notion that men’s occasion wear need not be a singular, formulaic look. With that in mind, brights and off-beat midtone colors bounce off plainer, heavier dark hues, with sportswear shapes, fetishwear-inspired hardware and sartorial elements combining to create a new take on evening and occasion looks. 

For more information about how to access insight and inspiration from WGSN, visit www.wgsn.com.
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