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VARSITY, EXTREME SPORTS, AND COUNTRY CLUB LEISURE: CONCEPTS OF SPEED AND MOVEMENT ARE DOMINATING THE RUNWAY

[bookmark: _GoBack]Looks inspired by luxury sportswear, reminiscent of weekend getaways to chalets and ski resorts, alongside deconstructed and exaggerated pieces that draw inspiration from extreme sports and the superhero aesthetic, continue to be produced by young, experimental brands and established fashion houses alike. 

Fenty x Puma took the athletic inspired sensibility to an extreme, referencing motocross, surf -wear, and skin-exposing 1980s bikini cuts.  Customers who want an edgier take on stylized sportswear will love this collection that emulates the ‘“bad girl’” persona of the label’s creator, Rihanna. Other labels offer subtler takes on this trend. Balenciaga references riding capes, denim mimicking motorcycle pants, and deconstructed ski jackets, while Dior combines classic French stripes and shift dresses with leather suits and jackets that borrow from the American race car circuit. 

The trend is likely to carry over into the next season as well. Streetwear culture reporting force Highsnobiety predicts popularity in Autumn/Winter 2018 will see a rise in the popularity of Frozen Yellow, a color that resembles the hue of a tennis ball and, which was key in Kanye West’s ‘Calabasas’ collection for Yeezy. This color that suggests a renewed focus on sport, movement, and urgency. 

As high-end retailers such as Selfridges and Saks Fifth Avenue open special sections offering workouts, sports supplements and health-boosting treatments (see oura report on theis trend in WeAr’s previous issue), the boundaries between sports and fashion are less and less pronounced; the luxury athleisure trend is certainly not going anywhere.








