NEXT GENERATION WOMENSWEAR
NICOLA BACCHILEGA 
Angela Cavalca
Italian designer Nicola Bacchilega has a background in fine art that is steeped in Italian tradition: he trained in ceramics at the School of Art for Ceramics in his hometown of Faenza and in sculpture at the Fine Art Academy in Turin before attending a fashion course at the London College of Contemporary Arts. Since his graduate S/S17 collection, he has been exploring the human form, a subject that has fascinated him since his earlier years in sculpture. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Reliant on his solid knowledge of materials, embroidery and appliqué techniques, Bacchilega’s eponymous label is based in – and inspired by – London, but his textiles are sourced from Italy, where he also has most of his items manufactured by skilled artisans. The S/S 2018 ‘Ad Maiora’ collection drew inspiration from the 1970s, featuring slits and cutouts in geometric shapes; fabrics included silk chenille in an aquatic color palette and gold chains, and the wearable ‘Golden Ceramic Sculpture’ outfit emphasized the designer’s passion for decoration, details and eccentricity. The latest A/W18-19 collection ‘Libertas’ was presented at the Fashion Hub during Milan Fashion Week and played with asymmetrical proportions, exaggerated volumes, deconstruction and unconventional femininity. In 2019 the designer is planning to develop a project focusing on sustainable clothing made from upcycled materials and produced in collaboration with small local communities. 
www.nicolabacchilega.com

