TECHNO NEONS 

Polina Beyssen 

INSPIRED BY THE RAVE CULTURE, TECHNO AND ELECTRO SCENES OF THE 90S, AN ENERGETIC FLUORESCENT GLOW SHINES OVER THE A/W18 FASHION SHOWS 

Acidic shades with an unabashedly artificial quality are among the most interesting color directions for the A/W18 season. Spotted in all fashion capitals, the fierce palette was particularly noticeable on the catwalks of Milan and Paris.

The brightest example was Prada’s A/W18 collection where rubber boots, utilitarian workwear and protective high-tech sportswear pieces in neon shades were contrasted with tweed jackets, hand-embroidered tulle, sequins and strapless cocktail dresses, creating a graphic youthful edge and elevated sportswear-influenced silhouettes. The show was marked by the comeback of the flaming wedge heels and the house’s signature print patterns. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Protection and safety themes were also interpreted by Raf Simons at Calvin Klein: the designer proposed zesty orange fireman jackets trimmed with reflective stripes. Likewise, bright pigments were central to the Marni collection that featured raw cut statement coats in glossy electric blue and toxic apple green, worn with oversize belts. Other highlights included nylons and contrasting multicolored fabrics. At Balenciaga, fluorescent hues accentuated the layering theme in Demna Gvasalia’s 3D-scanned tailoring collection. Balmain unveiled a strong futuristic narrative through iridescent synthetic looks. Likewise, psychedelic animal prints on glamorous leggings and seductive mini dresses acidified the Tom Ford A/W18 collection. 

This dazzling spectrum spanning from frozen yellow, acid green and lime to fuchsia and traffic cone orange provides dramatic dreamlike looks and a playful spirit. Sci-fi meets rave: a great recipe for fresh, youthful, slightly tongue-in-cheek looks. 


















