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EYEWEAR: SKINNY MATRIX 

Polina Beyssen

THE BIGGEST DIRECTIONAL EYEWEAR TREND – EXTREMELY SLIM 90S-INSPIRED FRAMES – HARKS BACK TO THE CULT SCI-FI FILM. WeAr HAS PICKED THE STRONGEST COLLECTIONS THAT HARNESS ‘THE MATRIX’ VIBE 

Roberi and Fraud

Roberi and Fraud is a young Dubai-based eyewear brand launched in 2017 by Ali Mehrdad Soudbakhsh and Stefan Foster. Initially co-founders of their own marketing consulting agency, this self-taught design duo used their industry and market knowledge to launch their retro-futuristic shades line during Paris Fashion Week. The brand gained its astronomical success on Instagram literally overnight, and today the world’s key influencers and supermodels wear Roberi and Fraud shades. Inspired by the minimal designs that their parents wore in the 90s, their frames range from Matrix-style thin oval or square shapes to opulent cat-eyes, including the signature 'Frances' and 'Doris' styles.
https://roberiandfraud.com


Poppy Lissiman

The Australian accessories designer Poppy Lissiman is another brand to embrace the skinny sunglasses trend. Passionate about future-oriented silhouettes and her visits to Art Basel, Lissiman creates retro-maximalist, eccentric and colorful sunnies that have, since last year, become an Instagram force to be reckoned with. One of the label’s iconic styles, ‘Le Skinny’, is a sleek cat-eye acetate frame – with lenses of a matching color – that comes in a rainbow of pop-art hues, including mandarin orange, lilac, strawberry and pink. All products are handcrafted from ethically sourced materials and have a reasonable price point, usually retailing at under 100 EUR.
https://poppylissiman.com


Gentle Monster

Founded in 2011, Gentle Monster has become a cult South Korean eyewear label. Focusing on experimental high-end designs, the brand offers progressive and highly conceptual eyewear. The 2018 capsule collection ‘Once Upon a Future’ merges reality and sci-fi, offering architectural frames in sleek titanium, acetate, ceramic and Monel alloy. The brand has created futuristic runway pieces for Hood by Air, Henrik Vibskov and Opening Ceremony, and exclusively collaborated with Tilda Swinton. Gentle Monster’s creativity is equally reflected in their retail spaces that feature constantly rotating art installations, providing visitors with radical multisensory shopping experiences.
https://www.gentlemonster.com




Adam Selman x Le Specs

Adam Selman x Le Specs is a collaboration between the famous Australian sunglasses brand and the American designer known as one of Rihanna’s favorites. When working on the collection, Adam Selman was influenced by the American artist Patrick Nagel, leading to the shades got being infused with graphic retro glamour. This collaboration was one of the first to introduce narrow minimal eyewear. The 2018 collection continues to explore the futuristic sci-fi aesthetics through ‘The Scandal’, a dramatic cat-eye silhouette with mirror lenses and a claw-like construction, and ‘The Flex’, a unisex rectangular frame with a semi-rimless construction and unique side-shield lenses.
https://lespecs.com/shop/ADAMSELMAN


Alain Mikli x Alexandre Vauthier

Alain Mikli x Alexandre Vauthier is a new line of couture sunglasses created by the eyewear legend Alain Mikli and the French designer Alexandre Vauthier. Channeling the duo’s passion for the ultra-glamorous and the avant-garde, the collection offers handmade retrofuturistic sunglasses, including a reinvented version of Mikli’s signature model ‘Edwidge’. Reminiscent of the 1980s nightclub culture, these super narrow angular shades are made from marbled acetate and embellished with tiny Swarovski crystals, oozing at once sex appeal, sophistication and humor. This collaboration is a perfect extension of the provocative and powerful femininity codes of Vauthier.
https://www.alainmikli.com


George Keburia

George Keburia is a Tbilisi-born Georgian designer who launched his eponymous brand in 2010. Known for fusing masculine and feminine, as well as having a penchant for kitsch nostalgia, this young, self-taught designer has been gaining global recognition thanks to his niche line of tiny gender-fluid sunglasses. Keburia creates statement shades, featuring micro cat-eye silhouettes in four eye-catching colorways: from transparent red acetate to pearl white tortoiseshell frames. The designer smartly mixes the Matrix edge and the vintage design. Each pair has its own personality and is a curious surreal design object. All sunglasses are designed and handmade in Tbilisi, Georgia.
https://www.facebook.com/georgekeburiaofficial/
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NoR

NoR, Nature of Reality, is a new brand of sunglasses launched at the MIDO Milan Eyewear Show. Founded in 2018 by Canadian designer Orion Demetrioff, the label was quickly recognized and lauded for its avant-garde approach and genderless futuristic aesthetics. Inspired by the 90s rave culture and cyberpunk, the first collection comprises cutting edge stainless steel micro frames and acetate shades with sharp graphic silhouettes and sculpted detailing at temple tips in a range of soft pastels. These refined pieces embody the future vision of contemporary women’s eyewear.
https://natureofreality.co


PAWAKA

PAWAKA is an emerging eyewear project that was launched in 2015 by Indonesian designer, model, actress and environmental activist Fahrani Empel (Fa’). The word ‘PAWAKA’ translates from Sanskrit as ‘Fire’ and it was the code name of the designer’s grandfather during World War II. Constantly drawing her creative inspiration from Native American philosophy, nature and her Indonesian heritage – the Dayak tribes of Borneo – Fa’ introduces a range of innovative and contemporary sunglasses handmade in Italy and France. The highly desirable 'EMPAT4' model made from durable acetate combines a 60s cat-eye silhouette and flat top detail that adds a futuristic touch.
https://www.pawaka.com


Andy Wolf

The eyewear brand Andy Wolf is based in Hartberg, Austria, and was founded in 2006 by friends Andreas (Andy), Wolfgang (Wolf) and Katharina. Each piece is rigorously handcrafted from the highest quality acetate through a 90-step design and manufacturing process, making each pair a true masterpiece. Besides their classical timeless designs Andy Wolf offers a line of 90s-inspired ‘micro’ sunglasses with an ultramodern twist, featuring a variety of silhouettes, from narrow oval shapes and sleek elongated cat-eyes to squared lightweight geometric frames. These luxury articles, distributed in only select stores, are, above all, highly comfortable, durable and functional.
http://www.andy-wolf.com/en/









