WOMENSWEAR LABELS TO WATCH
ALTUNER ATELIERS
Frankfurt-based label Altuner Ateliers is the brainchild of German-Turkish designer Benay Altuner. After completing a degree in architecture, the brand’s founder moved into fashion, and since 2015 she has been wowing audiences with her innovative line. Her S/S19 collection ‘Overdressed’ successfully combines contemporary fashion with state-of-the-art technology and craftsmanship. According to Altuner, this fusion stems from architecture – her main and continued source of design inspiration. A prime example are her hybrid creations, made using parka or biker jackets, which she mixes with trench coats that are then hand-painted by fashion students or women from socially disadvantaged parts of Istanbul. Fashion that can be either over- or underdressed; styles that are flexible: that’s the self-proclaimed mission of this designer, who produces all of her garments in Istanbul and is passionate about fair trade and social responsibility. Altuner Ateliers has around 150 clients worldwide, including KaDeWe (Berlin), Lodenfrey (Munich) and Ciolina (Bern).
www.aa-fashion.de
TIZIANO GUARDINI 
Italian designer Tiziano Guardini founded his eponymous brand on a love of nature, a sustainable attitude and a desire for experimentation. An economics graduate, Guardini went on to study fashion design at the Koefia Academy in his native city of Rome, where he also started to co-operate with local ateliers. He has presented his work at several fashion and art events and won the Best Emerging Designer award at Milan’s Green Carpet Challenge in September 2017. Mixing craftsmanship and innovation, the A/W18 collection takes inspiration from the energy that man gets from nature and the mountains. Comfortable coats and jackets are made with regenerated wool in bright checks, cruelty-free silk is used for dresses, and the collection contains a capsule of twenty items made from Isko’s ‘Earth Fit’ eco-denim. The next collection will comprise menswear items alongside womenswear. The brand is stocked in Milan store Biffi and on Yoox.com and is building its international retail presence.

www.tizianoguardini.com 
MRZ

Simona Marziali graduated from Koefia in Rome and obtained a master’s degree in knitwear supported by the prestigious wool company Lineapiù. She worked as a knitwear designer for various companies, including Iceberg and Diesel, for over 12 years before launching her own brand, MRZ. In her collections, sportswear elements meet femininity and tailoring, with an emphasis on unusual knitting applications. In 2018, MRZ’s Resort 2019 collection won the Who Is On Next competition. The collection is inspired by vintage airplane tickets. The mood is urban and cosmopolitan, with strong sportswear references; the knitwear designs draw on the architecture of international airports. Technical fibers, such as nylon, polypropylene and very soft plastics, are mixed with traditional fabrics from the male wardrobe. MRZ boasts an impressive list of stockists, including Le Bon Marché (Paris), TSUM (Moscow) and Lane Crawford (Shanghai and Hong Kong), and is represented by the Tomorrow Ltd showroom.
www.mrz-official.com
