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THE CROSS-BODY AND BELT BAG TREND HAS EVOLVED: THE LATEST IT-BAGS ARE TRANSFORMABLE HANDS-FREE DESIGNS THAT ARE WORN AS CLOTHING, BLURRING THE LINES BETWEEN BAG AND GARMENT
Handbags with removable and extendable shoulder straps, detachable wristlet minaudières, structured totes worn as backpacks, foldable constructions: for several seasons now, multifunctional accessories have enjoyed a strong presence on catwalks, offering practical appeal and encouraging a myriad of styling options. For the S/S 2019 season, this trend reached a new level, producing hybrid accessories that morph into garments. Responding to the rising importance of personal technologies, designers continue to explore and maximize on-body storage space.  

This crossbreed bag-on-body direction was pioneered by Louis Vuitton’s new head of menswear, Virgil Abloh, who unveiled a range of luxurious accessories, including bags, cardholders and wallets merged into hybrid functional garments: signature monogrammed leather shoulder holsters, harnesses and a series of multi-pocket utility safety jackets. A vibrant spectrum of bold neons energized the lineup, emphasizing its youthful vitality and a streetwear vibe. At Off-White, the same designer employed attachable thigh pouch bags in clinical white, frozen yellow and silver metallic tones for an athletic, sporty look.

The Fendi S/S 2019 collection was also highly influenced by the wearable luggage concept, featuring crafted tan leather external pockets placed on transparent vinyl raincoats, utility leather jackets, cargo pants and blouses. The cross-body and belt versions adopted all-occasion multi pockets for smartphones, cards, coins, keys and other items. 

At Chanel, Karl Lagerfeld introduced double quilted attached shoulder bags, with a mutation between belt bag and chain necklace emerging as an offbeat neckwear bag item. Meanwhile, the French luxury house Perrin Paris redefined their bags line with hybrid, round metal cuff bags and glove clutches. Dior’s Kim Jones reinterpreted the ‘Saddle Bag’-inspired pouches and belt bags for their men’s line. Combining her nonchalant confidence and playful spirit, Stella McCartney presented a bucket bag with multiple pockets in a sorbet mint hue. 

The highlight of both the Y/Project and Gabriela Hearst collections were accordion-shaped top handle bags with subtly dusted gold hardware detailing, while at Coach 1941 double clasp details give their bags a contemporary take on classic styling. Imagining a post-apocalyptic future at Maison Margiela, John Galliano adds digital screens to high-tech backpacks and incorporates a phone holster onto a painted-effect platform sock boot.

The belt bag, whose arrival into the fashion arena was a fusion of active sports aesthetics and 1990s references, appeared this season as a ladylike hybrid of chain bag and fanny pack, with a sophisticated update led by Riccardo Tisci in his debut Burberry collection that features extra-elegant structured shapes in leather. Clean lines and luxurious materials on vintage-inspired bum bags were also seen at the Chloé show, their minimal vibe appealing to an ultra-feminine sensibility. Color shades ranged from natural earthy tones to classic black and white, and a gradient fluorescent rainbow effect on exotic crocodile embossed skin had an impact.

This theme of metamorphosis also extended to the accessories found in the collections of Valentino, Heron Preston and Marine Serre. Microproportioned or ostentatiously oversized, slouchy or sculpturally structured, the cross-categories bag trend is sure to grow. 

