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ANTI-STREETWEAR
Polina Beyssen

SPORTSWEAR MAY HAVE DOMINATED MASSIVELY IN RECENT SEASONS, BUT S/S 2019 MARKS A NOTICEABLE RETURN TO ELEGANCE

A renewed interest in couture craft and classic tailoring, with designers placing a firm emphasis on structured silhouettes, hyper-luxurious materials and a noble color palette for both menswear and womenswear, presented itself for the first time in recent fashion history, signaling the rise of a distinct Anti-Streetwear trend.

Driven by Mr. Dior’s personal codes and references, Kim Jones’ decidedly couture-inspired show for Dior unveiled refined, soft, loose tailored silhouettes with side-button suits, sheer organza shirts scattered with tiny porcelain-like 3D embroidered flowers, and ‘Cannage’ pattern on laser-cut trench coats and bags. Dreamy, whispering pastel hues – light powdery beige, sky blue and rose-petal pink – lent a soft romantic spirit and delicate sensibility. 

Virgil Abloh’s first Louis Vuitton collection presented a lush lineup of tailored double-breasted blazers and fitted or fluid trousers, with bags, wallets and cardholders that merged into hybrid garments (see the Accessory Trend report in this issue for more on this design idea). Another significant fashion moment was Raf Simons’ visionary presentation, with its sumptuous color palette of fuchsia, ice blue and emerald on Duchesse satin wide-cut jackets and coats.

John Galliano defined the new gender-fluid sensuality through his artisanal collection for Maison Margiela, brilliantly exercising his imaginative couturier skills, while Alexander McQueen showed an immaculate collection of beautiful double-breasted suits, shirts and coats. Relaxed double-breasted variations also dominated at Dries van Noten and Hermès, styled with a sporty accessories twist: after all, a dash of streetwear cannot hurt a truly elegant collection.
