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Japanese designer Kota Okuda graduated with a first-class honors degree in Jewelry Design from Central Saint Martins, London. He then won the grand prix at International Talent Support (jewelry category) and a scholarship from the Swarovski Foundation and went on to join the MFA Fashion Design and Society program at Parsons New School, New York. He presented his thesis collection at the college’s annual runway show that takes place during New York Fashion Week. 

Testing the boundaries between fine art, fashion and applied craft is the starting point for Okuda’s design process. His fundamental creative focus is on combining traditional handcraft techniques with hi-tech digital technologies such as 3D modeling and printing. His aesthetic, which features classical elements, also displays a broad sense of humor and a contemporary twist that makes his work accessible and places it in a wider art and design context. 

For his graduation collection, Okuda explored the connection between American materialism and commodification of the body, with the idea of redefining the American currency by representing its value in an alchemistic system of dress. Using exaggerated dollar bills made of varying materials – metal, acrylic and plastic-like fabrics, with a tactile mix of hard and soft that was visually arresting – he queried “how people control the body, and the body controls people, and how that relationship gets twisted sometimes.”

Having received very positive responses from American celebrities and Japanese retailers, such as Isetan, Okuda intends to continue and expand his work as a hybrid jewelry and conceptual dress designer.

www.kotaokuda.com
