WOMENSWEAR TREND

FEMME FATALE
Polina Beyssen

CAPTIVATING AND DRAMATIC, A WAVE OF SOPHISTICATED NEO-SEXY AND ULTRA-FEMININE SILHOUETTES LIT UP THE S/S 2019 SHOWS

Highly infused with sexual confidence and an elegant, spirited attitude, this Spring’s womenswear collections focus on slim body-contouring, structured tailoring, edgy mini dresses and narrow skirts, revealing asymmetric cut-outs and semi-opaque details that provide a powerful femme fatale appeal. This is a far cry from the oversize proportions that dominated previous seasons. 

Radically changing its direction and renouncing streetwear influences, Demna Gvasalia at Balenciaga revealed a feminine and unusually glamorous line-up with accentuated waists and strong shoulders on polished leather coats, refined draping elements and tiny party dresses; a celebration of power dressing and modern elegance to showcase the brand’s new era. The electric spark of sex appeal also lit the entire Prada collection, which featured plunging cleavages and straps, black sheer organza dresses and knee-high stockings, smartly merging the seductive vibe with bourgeois codes and 1960s aesthetics. 

At Miu Miu, a sensuous, nocturnal mood was translated into micro shorts, draped mini dresses, faux python pencil skirts and crocodile leather double-breasted coats. After-dark vamp glamour also illuminated the Tom Ford collection, which showed tight crocodile skirt suits, smoking tuxedos, corsets and lace slips, all of which fit like a glove. 

Projecting its signature provocative allure, Versace proposed sleek, flirtatious bodycon shapes with a series of club-inspired leather micro dresses. This femme fatale mood also infused the intellectually appealing Y/Project show with its dramatic satin bias-cut evening gowns, deep bustier and short hybrid jacket dresses that were trimmed with surreal, voluminous feather-like detailing. Similar sophistication was found in the latest Burberry presentation with its reinterpreted trenches, buckled blazers and cow-print miniskirts, which highlighted a slim yet powerful feminine silhouette.

