APP-DATE 
APP-DATE: PROJECT MANAGEMENT, MERCHANDIZING AND NATIVE ADVERTISING

Alexis Romano / Maria Konovalova / Esther Stein

In this section, WeAr reviews the best apps and software platforms used by retailers and brands. Some of them are available to all stores and markets; others are exclusive to one retailer or territory but will hopefully inspire others and help them keep abreast of changes in the digital fashion landscape.

JIRA

Jira is a project management software that has been useful for large retailers with multiple departments. Part of the Atlassian portfolio, it helps to align employees across the company, increasing efficiency and productivity. Jira also makes remote work easier as everyone is working from the same information and can, through Hipchat integration, communicate in real time. It is especially valuable for monitoring technical projects, such as website changes that need back end integrations, like real time inventory checks. So, for those retailers looking to expand their E-commerce capabilities, Jira is a solution. It helps keep track of deliverables and facilitate smooth customer service. 

https://www.atlassian.com/software/jira
INVENTORUM
POS, merchandise management, accounting and an online shop all in a single app: that is Inventorum. The app, available in German and English, runs on iPad, allowing retailers to complete the selling process with the customer anywhere in the store – a physical cash register is only needed to give change. The system is browser-based, which means the accountancy features, including a daily closing balance and electronic cash ledger, can also be accessed on a PC. With a click, you can add new products, check your inventory, introduce discounts and view customer history. The app is especially useful for sole proprietors, who can save time and money by digitizing their business processes. Fees can be paid either monthly or annually, and a two-week trial is offered free of charge. 
inventorum.com/en/
SARAFAN

Sarafan recognizes fashion products in photos and videos and finds similar items in online stores. Here is how it works: the app enters into partnerships with influencers and media outlets, on the one hand, and online retailers on the other. Affiliate influencers receive a code script to embed into their website/feed, which enables Sarafan’s algorithms to scan their images and detect items analogous to those offered by its affiliate stores. The app then places a link next to the post, inviting the viewer to shop and redirecting them straight to the retailer. The influencer/media receives commission from every transaction, the app gets paid for every transfer, and the store gets new custom. At present, over 150 retailers are using Sarafan.

https://sarafan.tech/en
