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THE ANTI-STREETWEAR TREND HAS CATALYZED A FASHION PARADIGM SHIFT, FOCUSING ATTENTION ON THE RETURN OF COUTURE-LEVEL TAILORING WITH AN URBAN TWIST
The fine tailoring trend dominated the A/W 2019 runways, revealing extremely elegant, luxurious men’s wardrobe collections smartly mixed with sport and urban elements, celebrating the fusion of high fashion and streetwear archetypes. Designers are thus trying to both honor the heritage of classic menswear while also seducing a new generation of customers.

Kris Van Assche, for Berluti, forged a tight connection between accessories and ready-to-wear by exploring and experimenting with the deep, polished ombré patina technique for shoes and applying it to clothes. His powerful first collection presented impeccably tailored jackets with strong shoulders, trenches and coats, combined with paneled moto sweatpants or leather hoodies. Noble marble prints mingled with a divinely rich color palette that ranged from macho magenta to mustard to fuchsia. Virgil Abloh, for Louis Vuitton, also elevated streetwear codes with a collection of sophisticated, relaxed, multilayered tailoring in shades of concrete gray, beige and satin purple. 

The Dior Men lineup by Kim Jones, which has traditionally featured perfectly tailored silhouettes with extremely elegant blazers, now comes heavily infused with women’s haute couture DNA and a futuristic vibe. Astrakhan coats and tops feature aurora borealis light effects, 3D asymmetrical draping stoles twist together with utilitarian bag-on-body structures – like multifunctional breastplates – while vests and harnesses reflect both the couture-meets-streetwear and accessories metamorphosis trends. 

The interstellar escape theme of the GmbH and Alyx collections focused on tightly sculpted coats and jackets mixed with tech fabrics and down parkas. Transparent or high sheen surfaces gave a contemporary, rebellious twist to the Fendi tailored look. While the dark and poetic Prada show, inspired by horror movies, unveiled classic boxy suits styled with triple belt detailing and vividly colored marabou trimmings. 

