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REJECTING THE MAXIMALIST NOISE OF PAST YEARS, PRE-FALL 2019 SEES A REBIRTH OF SOPHISTICATED MINIMALISM: AN ATTEMPT TO FILL THE VOID AFTER PHOEBE PHILO’S DEPARTURE FROM CELINE?
Highly feminine and surprisingly refreshing, the Pre-Fall 2019 collections highlight sleek and functional minimal silhouettes, emphasizing pure structures and featuring a palette of sumptuous hues and noble materials with a strong, modern twist.

The leading trendsetter here is the new artistic director of Bottega Veneta Daniel Lee (once of Celine), who has unveiled a promising first collection replete with refined formal coats, laser-cut quilted leather skirts, sensual satin blouses and slip dresses, sporty parkas and exaggerated square-toe shoes, celebrating the old Celine codes of sensuality. A rich color palette of chocolate, oxblood, cordovan, espresso and black contrasts with smart injections of bright turquoise, amber and sunshine yellow, adding a striking vibrancy. 

At Calvin Klein Raf Simons combined his sartorial skills with a retro revival theme that mixed double-breasted coats, formal architectural skirt suits, long ponchos and romantic dresses. Prada retreated back to timeless essentials, revealing strong feminine silhouettes with a range of fitted, off-shoulder black dresses. While Burberry offered updated variations on fluid trench coats, tailored jackets and pants with offbeat detailing, underlining a refined feminine sensibility. But the ultimate mood of sleek luxury reigned at the Hermès show, which featured some elegant and expertly cut monochromatic designs. 

By way of contrast, Maryam Nassir Zadeh opted for a more experimental approach, presenting an out-of-the-box lineup of minimal designs that were pepped up by an energetic mix of zebra and neon psychedelic techno prints. After all, ‘minimalism’ does not necessarily need to equal ‘sober’.
